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The God of Monday Morning 


No, I am not being facetious; nor am I being 
irreverent. But do you serve God on Sunday 
and go out to forget that He exists on Monday 


morning? If so do you serve God on Sunday 
at all? 


As you sat in your pew yesterday morning 
did God feel very near, or was your mind wan- 
dering off to some business deal, some domestic 
problem, some social contact or event? Cer- 
tainly, of all places, God should seem very 
near as we sit in church. There is no question 
that He wants to be near us because He cares 
so much. But do we let our own self-sufficiency, 
or some secret and unrepented-of sin raise a 
barrier between us and our Lord? 


What we are trying to say is just this: We 
cannot worship God on Sunday and then live 
for the devil the rest of the week. If Christianity 
is real to us then Christ is real, and if He is 


real He has the authority over every area of 
our lives. 


Just be honest with yourself. No one is 
looking over your shoulder. Only God knows 
your secret thoughts. Here is the question: 
Do the people where you work know you are 
a Christian? Oh they probably know you are 
a member of a church, even a church officer. 
But, do they know you are a Christian by the 
way you act, the way you talk, the way you 
conduct your business? If not, just be frank: 
are you a phony, is your religion a sham, are 
you simply paying dues into a social organization 
where you attend social functions, marry off 
your children and from which you will be 


buried — although you do not like to think 
about that? 


As much as the world needs more Christians 
what is even more important is that church 
members shall actually be Christians in fact. 
To be a Christian one accepts in the Lord Jesus 
Christ, the eternal Son of God, as his own per- 
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sonal Saviour from sin. But that is not all. If 
our Christianity is to be genuine Christ must 
also be the Lord of our lives and this means 
taking Him into every area of our lives seven 
days a week. 


If this is to become effective we must live 
close to Him through prayer and through the 
daily reading of the Bible. Through these 
means of grace we learn more about Him, more 
about His will for us, and we grow in His 
likeness, the fruits of the Holy Spirit showing 
forth in our lives. 


Now is the time to start. The best Christian 
is only a sinner saved by grace but following 
salvation there must be growth. 


Is the God of Sunday also the God of Monday 
morning in your life? 


—L.N.B. 





Shields of Gold or 
Shields of Brass 


“Shishak . . . carried away also the shields 
of gold . . . instead of which king Rehoboam 
made shields of brass.”” II Chron. 12:9,10. 


Quite a come down, from shields of gold to 
shields of brass! Sometimes the church, too, 


exchanges its “shields of gold” for “shields of 
brass”. 


Paul speaks of the “shield of faith where- 
with ye shall be able to quench all the fiery 
darts of the wicked” (evil one). For this shield 
of faith to be a golden shield, it must be faith 
in golden facts. 


1. Our faith in the Living and True God 
is a shield of gold. We see Him as revealed to 
us in the Word, a God of Wisdom, Power and 
Love, “glorious in holiness, fearful in praises, 
doing wonders.” Faith in any other sort of god 
is a shield of brass. 
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2. Our faith in the Living Bible, inspired 
of God, written by holy men as they were moved 
by the Holy Spirit, is a shield of gold, com- 
pletely fitting us for the battle of life and filling 
us with wisdom from above. This is our “Lamp 
of Gold.” Faith in any other sort of Bible is 
only a shield of brass. 


3. Our faith in the only Redeemer of sinful 
men, the Lord Jesus Christ the Son of God, 
who died for our sins and rose again from the 
dead, is a shield of gold. Anything less in a 
Saviour is only a shield of brass. There is 
none other name under heaven given among 
men whereby we must be saved. 


4. Our faith in a Supernatural Salvation, the 
work of the Holy Spirit, whereby we are born 
again and made a new creation in Christ Jesus, 
is a shield of gold. A man-made salvation — 
another gospel, which is not another — is noth- 
ing but brass. 


5. Our faith in the Resurrection and in 
Eternal Life when we shall forever be with the 
Lord and enter into the fullness of joy with 
Him, is a shield of gold. Anything less is an 
imitation; nothing but brass. 


In these days when “the fiery darts of the 
evil one” are falling thick and fast, let us 
be sure that we have our shields of gold. Let 
us also be sure — we who preach and teach 
and lead — let us be sure that we furnish our 
people, especially our young people, with these 
shields of gold. They will need them in the 
battle of life. 

—J.K.P. 





The Church 


The ecumenical movement stresses the con- 
cept of the church. It insists on the necessity 
of the church. It aims to produce unity in the 
church. It aims to organize One Church. 


In the discussions that attend ecumenical 
matters we may sometimes find interesting and 
informative opinions. Views are expressed that 
are new and puzzling to Presbyterians; or it 
may be that the views are old and discarded. 


The World Council, be it remembered, has 
been unable to hold a united Communion serv- 
ice, because the churches that are gathered into 





that organization do not recognize each other 
as true churches. Some of the participants, 
however, take hope in the fact that some right 
beliefs are shared by the divergent groups; and 
these common doctrines, though few in number, 
can be used to produce a more perfect union. 

But such is not the view of the Greek Catholic, 
or so-called Orthodox Church. An earlier pro- 
nouncement of Metropolitan Anthony has re- 
cently been publicized. What is outside the 
Greek Church, he says in substance, is foreign 
to Christ’s redemption. It makes no difference 
whether the non-Orthodox have or do not have 
right beliefs. Purity of doctrine would not 
incorporate them in the Church. What is of 
importance is only actual membership in the 
Greek Orthodox Church. 


Now, this is a forthright expression with 
which we can enthusiastically disagree. It places 
an organization in the place of Christ. Mem- 
bership in that organization is the prerequisite 
of salvation, and right belief apart from that 
membership is of no use. Instead of an indi- 
vidual recognition of Christ as one’s personal 
Lord and Saviour, ecclesiastical regularity is 
made the touchstone of true Christianity. 


It reminds one of the Anglican bishops who 
persecuted the Puritans in the eighteenth cen- 
tury. Even the Puritans in their own church. 
At the time Blackstone, the celebrated legal 
theorist, reported that though he had heard 
every clergyman of note in London he did not 
hear a single sermon which had more Chris- 
tianity in it than the writings of Cicero, and 
that it wquld have been impossible for him 
to discover, from what he heard, whether the 
preacher were a follower of Confucius, Ma- 
homet, or Christ; at that time church wardens 
who had no eye for drunkenness and lechery 
were filled with indignation at the breach of 
order committed by a godly minister who might 
cross a parish line and preach the gospel out- 
side his own parish. Bishops who could tolerate 
Arianism, Socinianism, and Deism not only de- 
nounced men like Whitefield and Grimshaw, 
but actually stirred up mobs to stone them. 


It is not only the Greek and Roman churches 
that stress regularity. The leading ecumeniacs of 
today have very little zeal about sound doc- 
trine. It is membership in a church, a big 
church, that is the important thing. A small 
denomination, a splinter group, and particu- 
larly a sect that does not belong to the World 
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Council, is beyond the pale. The leaders of 
the councils may not believe in verbal inspira- 
tion, they may repudiate the substitutionary 
atonement, they may deny the bodily resurrec- 
tion; but they are indisputably good church- 
men and ecclesiastically regular. 


Such there are today. Such there were in the 
eighteenth century. And Christ met the same 
people in Jerusalem, too. 

—G.H.C. 





Leanness of Soul 


One of the most startling and thought-provok- 
ing verses in the Bible is found in the one 
hundred and sixth Psalm. The author of the 
Psalm is giving us a running account of Israel’s 
history, emphasizing the people’s rebellion, and 
some of the consequences that followed. In 
the midst of this historical summary, and to 
explain some things that happened, the inspired 
writer says, “He (God) gave them their request, 
but sent leanness into their soul.” In other 
words, God gave the people what they wanted 
at times, even though He knew of the dangers, 
but when He answered their unwise prayers, 
He sent leanness of soul with the answer. 


Several classic examples from Israel’s history 
illustrate the basic truth here. You will recall 
the experience of Israel during the wilderness 
wanderings. Moses, their leader tarried long 
on the mount receiving the Ten Command- 
ments from God. The restless, stiff-necked peo- 
ple ask Aaron for an idol to worship. Aaron in- 
structs the people to bring their jewels to him, 
and out of these he makes a golden calf for 
them. The request is granted, but the conse- 
quences reveal clearly that leanness of soul fol- 
lowed. 


Or you will remember an event later in 
Israel's history. The people desire a king like 
the other nations around them. The prophet 
Samuel is greatly disturbed over this request, 
feeling that the people were rejecting him. But 
God assures Samuel that the rebellion is against 
Him, and His plan of ruling by judges, not 
against the prophet. God grants them their 
request, but the sad history of Israel under 
her kings, shows clearly that He sent leanness 
of soul. 


This text has a timely warning for individuals 
and groups in our day. Many have been, are, 
and will continue to make stupid, foolish re- 
quests to God. He will grant them their re- 
quest, but leanness of soul inevitably follows. 
Note two or three examples that illustrate the 
application of the text, but keep in mind that 
they do not exhaust its application. 
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Recall the desire of so many people, ministers 
included, to be released from the demands of 
an infallible Bible, or from Sabbath “blue 
laws”, or from moral restraints of certain types. 
These have been a boon and a blessing to man- 
kind through the centuries, but now some ad- 
vocate discarding these as antiquated or unde- 
sirable. Higher critics, so-called, have tried to 
destroy our faith in an inspired Bible, and 
many preachers and laymen are gullible enough 
to believe their nonsense. God gave them their 
request, but sent leanness into their soul. 


Or look at the insatiable desire of many for 
the union of churches, and participation in 
councils, whose leadership is often made up 
of men who deny the deity of our Lord, His 
virgin birth, His bodily resurrection, etc. They 
forget or ignore the fact that most of these 
proposals for cooperation and union are pro- 
jected on a least common denominator of faith 
and doctrine. Truly we need to heed the warn- 
ing of our text. Cooperation with, or union 
with, such groups leaves leanness of soul. 


This same warning should be sounded to 
pulpit committees seeking ministers for vacant 
churches. So often these committees put popu- 
larity, ability to tell jokes, etc., before preach- 
ing the Word effectively and faithfully, before 
effectiveness in soul-winning, or being sound 
in doctrine. They forget that Jesus was very 
unpopular among certain people, so much so 
that they crucified Him. And did not Jesus 
say that His true followers could expect the 
same treatment. Whenever a pulpit committee 
fails to put first things first in recommending 
a minister, they can expect nothing better than 
leanness of soul for their people and congre- 
gation. 


Truly the text sounds a timely warning for 
individuals and churches today. “He gave them 
their request, but sent leanness into their soul.” 

—C.G.McC. 


McGUFFEY READERS 


After a long and costly search a complete set of the 
original 1879 McGuffey’s Readers has finally been lo- 
cated, and reprints of these grand old readers have now 
been completed. Each reader is custom made from 
plates used in the 1879 revised edition . . . the same type 
and binding. You can now purchase exact copies of 
these famous readers at the following price: 

- - $2.25 Fourth Reader - - $3.25 
Second Reader - - 2.50 Fifth Reader - - - 3.50 
Third Reader - - 2.75 Sixth Reader - - 38.75 


We pay the postage on all orders! 
OLD AUTHORS, Dept. SP-10, Rowan, lowa 
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What Is A Presbyterian? 


By Reverend J. Wayne Fulton, Jr., D.D : 


J]. Wayte Fulton, D.D. Former Director of Religious Education, Synod of Louisiana, Commander, 
CHC, USNR, Pastor Shenandoah Presbyterian Church, Miami, Florida. 


It is clearly the duty of every layman to know 
his church, to love his church, and to serve his 
church in whatever capacity his commitment 
to Christ entails. 


And what is true for the Christian layman in 
general is no less true for the Presbyterian lay- 
man in particular. 


Presbyterians are a peculiar people in whose 
mission and task through the years the splendor 
of God has been manifest. 


In the milieu of a great Men’s Convention 
(which is now being held in Miami, Florida) 
we need to examine the foundations of our 
faith and bear faithful testimony to the “rock 
from which we have been hewn.” 


The name “Presbyterian” is a Biblical name. 
lt is a transliteration of a Greek word meaning 
“elder”. We recall that the Old Testament, 
originally written in Hebrew, had been trans- 
lated into Greek by the year 150 B. C., and that 
the New Testament was originally written in 
Greek. As Dr. Lingle in his inestimable little 
book “Presbyterians, Their History and Beliefs” 
says “this word meaning ‘elder’ is found some 
160 times in the Bible and as pronounced in 
the Greek (Presbuteros) sounds much like our 
English word Presbyterian.” 


In common with all Christian groups, Roman 
Catholic as well as Protestant, Presbyterians base 
their faith upon the teaching of the Bible, which 
Presbyterians believe to be the Word of God, 
“the only infallible rule of faith and practice.” 


I. CONCEPT OF THE CHURCH 


Presbyterians believe that the Church is one, 

holy and catholic, the same in all ages of 
which Christ is the Head. The Church is com- 
monly defined as visible and invisible. The 
invisible Church consists of all of the redeemed 
from Adam to the end of the age. In its visible 
form the Church is composed of all of those 
throughout the world who profess faith in 
Christ as God and Saviour, together with their 
children, and is the Kingdom of God through 
which men are ordinarily saved and union with 
which is essential to their best growth and 
service. Presbyterians believe that the Church 
was founded by the Triune God in a covenant 
of grace designed for the salvation of the elect. 
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This Church has had an outward manifestation 
or organization since the days of Abraham. It 
was confined to Israel in the Old Testament, 
but is now catholic or universal under the gospel 
dispensation. 


Presbyterians believe, therefore, that the Chris- 
tian Church was founded in the very beginning 
of the redemptive program and purposes of 
God and they believe that the Scriptural descrip- 
tion and order of that Church is Presbyterian. 
But while Presbyterians believe that Presby- 
terianism is the faith and government of the 
Church, - particularly in its New Testament 
form, and although they believe that such faith 
and government is necessary to the perfection 
of the Church, it is not necessary to its existence. 
Hence, Presbyterians recognize the validity of 
the ministry and sacraments of all evangelical 
churches, and “seek the unity of the spirit in 
the bond of peace”. 


Il. HISTORY OF THE CHURCH 


Presbyterian and Reformed churches owe a 
tremendous debt to John Calvin, the great 
Protestant theologian of the 16th Century. They 
are proud to call themselves Calvinists. How- 
ever, Presbyterians do not believe that John 
Calvin founded the Presbyterian Church, but 
rather that he rediscovered it. He, and others, 
reformed the Church of his day to make it con- 
form more clearly and more closely to the 
Biblical pattern. 


These Reformed, or Presbyterian churches, 
after the Protestant Reformation, became par- 
ticularly strong in Switzerland, Holland, some 
parts of Germany, and in the British Isles. Under 
the influence of John Knox, Presbyterianism 
became the established Church of Scotland. This 
Church was called Reformed on the continent 
of Europe, and Presbyterian in the British Isles. 
Scottish and English Presbyterians adopted the 
Westminster Confession of Faith and Cate- 
chisms as the Constitution of their Church, and 
American Presbyterians are the successors to 
this British tradition of the Reformed Faith. 


ll. GOVERNMENT 


The Presbyterian Church has a_ republican 
form of government. It is a representative 
democracy, - governed by elders or Presbyters, 
who are elected by the people. The basic prin- 
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ciples of this government, and in particular its 
theory of gradation of courts, was written into 
the Constitution of the United States. 


The Presbyterian Church is an integral and 
organic unit. It is bound together through a 
series of interrelated, appellate courts. The first 
of these is the Session, which has jurisdiction 
over the local congregation. This court is made 
up of the minister, and the elders of the church 
who have been elected by the congregation. The 
second is the Presbytery, composed of any given 
number of churches in a geographical location. 
The third is the Synod which embraces at least 
three Presbyteries within a certain geographical 
area, and the highest court in the church is the 
General Assembly, which is made up of repre- 
sentatives from each Presbytery, according to 
the number of church members in the Presby- 
tery. 


To each of these courts, in turn, “the least 
member of any local church has the right of 
appeal if he feels himself aggrieved in any man- 
ner.” 


Fach local congregation under the govern- 
ment of the Session, is an essential and organic 
part of the whole church. There is no such thing 
as a congregational or “independent” Presby- 
terian Church. The elders have two classifica- 
tions, - the ministers of the church, who are 
known as teaching elders, and the laymen elected 
to this high office, who are known as ruling 
elders. 


In addition to the body of elders called the 
Session, some men in a local church are elected 
to the office of deacon after the example of 
the New Testament, to administer the financial 
and benevolent affairs of the church, under the 
direction of the Session. 


The Presbyterian church is a_ confessional 
church. That is, all of her officers and mem- 
bers are officially and organically united in a 
corporate witness of their faith under a Con- 
stitution which is composed of the Westminster 
Confession of Faith and Catechisms, and a Book 
of Church Order containing the Form of Gov- 
ernment, the Directory of Worship, and the 
Rules of Discipline. All of the officers of the 
church, - ministers, ruling elders, and deacons, - 
are required by solemn oaths in ordination vows 
to subscribe to the system of doctrine set forth 
in the Westminster Standards as exemplifying 
the teachings of the Bible. The only require- 
ment for membership in the Presbyterian 
Church, however, is simple faith in Christ as 
Saviour and Lord. The official teaching of the 
Presbyterian Church on any doctrine can be 
readily ascertained by reference to the Confes- 
sion of Faith or Book of Church Order. These 
doctrines, Presbyterians believe, are derived 
solely from the Scriptures, - either by direct 
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declaration or by good and necessary inference. 
All of the courts of the church are bound by 
this Constitution. To amend the Confession 
of Faith (or Catechisms) requires the favorable 
action of one General Assembly, the concurring 
ratification of three fourths of the constituent 
Presbyteries, and the subsequent ratification of 
the second Assembly. To amend the Book of 
Church Order requires the favorable action 
of one Assembly, the ratification of a majority 
of the Presbyteries, and the subsequent favor- 
able approval of the second Assembly. 


IV. THE DISTINCTIVE BELIEFS 
OF THE CHURCH 


The Confession of Faith sets forth in a re- 
markably concise and cogent form all of the 
teachings of the classic, orthodox creeds of the 
Christian Church, as expressed in the Apostles’ 
Creed, the Nicean Creed, the Athanasian Creed, 
the Creed of Chalcedon, and the others peculiai 
to the great branches of the Reformed faith. 
Many of these cardinal doctrines, such as the 
belief in the Triune God, the fall of man, the 
curse of sin, the necessity for regeneration, - or 
“the new birth’, a belief in the miraculous, the 
absolute diety of Christ, His virgin birth, vicari- 
ous atonement, bodily resurrection, and ascen- 
sion, and His visible coming in glory at the end 
of the age, are shared in common, not onl) 
with the various evangelical Christian Churches, 
but with Roman and Greek Catholic Churches 
as well. There is a more detailed exposition 
of the orthodox Protestant faith in the Pres- 
byterian standards than will be found in any 
of the other sects and denominations, but these 
great doctrines, sometimes referred to as the 
“fundamentals” are implicit, if not explicit, in 
all the orthodox household of Christian faith 


There are some doctrines, however, in point of 
emphasis, that are peculiar to Presbyterians. 


The regulative, underlying principle of all 
Presbyterian belief, is the full and complete 
sovereignty of God. God is the Creator, Ruler, 
Owner, and Judge of all. He is the self-con- 
tained, ontological Trinity, and beside Him 
there is none other. He is holy, He is loving, 
He is merciful. His power, His wisdom, His 
grace, are infinite. “He doeth according to 
His will among the children of men, and ruleth 
the armies of heaven”. The great text which 
epitomizes this central Presbyterian belief is 
found in Revelation 19:6 - “Hallelujah, for the 
Lord God omnipotent reigneth”. 


Presbyterians believe that God has, from all 
eternity, a plan. And the working out of that 
plan is commonly called predestination, a some- 
what misunderstood and maligned doctrine. 
God cannot and will not be thwarted. He will 
accomplish His sovereign purpose in such 4a 
way that He is neither the author of sin, nor 
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renders naught the free agency of man. Presby- 
terians recognize the paradoxical character of 
this great doctrine, but accept it because they 
believe it is clearly taught in the Scriptures. 


Predestination has particular reference to the 
salvation of the elect. This election to eternal 
life, Presbyterians believe, is not conditioned 
upon forseen faith, merit, or good works on 
the part of the believer, but upon a sovereign 
act of free, unmerited grace on the part of God. 
Presbyterians, therefore, believe in salvation by 
pure grace. ‘This means that no man can do 
anything to save himself, not even exercise 
faith, - which Presbyterians believe to be a 
gift of God. Man must ever pray “nothing in 
my hand I bring, simply to Thy cross I cling.” 
Man is saved, if saved at all, by the application 
to his heart and life of the atoning work of 
Jesus Christ, as an act of sovereign grace. Hence, 
man does not “come and accept Christ”. He 
“accepts Christ, and comes”. 


But although Presbyterians believe in salva- 
tion by pure grace, and that no man can add 
in the very least degree to the merit of the 
precious blood of Christ, and that “good works” 
cannot possibly earn a man salvation, they do 
believe that good works are absolutely essential 
as an evidence of that salvation, and therefore 
he is urged “to make his calling and election 
sure”. Faith without works is a delusion and 
a nonentity. 


Presbyterians believe in the final perseverence 
of the saints, - that “once saved, always saved”. 
They believe that at death the souls of believers 
are made perfect in holiness, and pass immediate- 
ly into the presence of Christ, there to con- 
sciously behold His face and to enjoy the glory 
of the Church Triumphant. They believe in 
the certain ultimate triumph of the Kingdom 
of God and in the personal, glorious, visible, 
coming of Christ at the last day to judge the 
world and to establish the everlasting order of 
His blessed dominion. They believe in a gen- 
eral, bodily resurrection of the just and of the 
unjust. They believe that God has peopled 
heaven “with a multitude that no man can num- 
ber out of every people and tongue and tribe 
and nation”. They believe that those who con- 
sistently, and by their own free choice, finally 
turn their back upon God’s offer of mercy in 
Christ, shall have their part in the everlasting 
conscious suffering of the lost in Hell. 


Presbyterians believe in two Sacraments, - 
Baptism and the Lord’s Supper. Sprinkling, 
or pouring, is the preferable (but not the ex- 
clusive) mode of baptism, and should be ad- 
ministered to believers and their children as 
the outward sign and seal of the covenant of 
grace and the regenerating power and presence 
of the Holy Spirit in the heart of the believer. 
It is proper that the Sacrament be administered 
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to the infant seed as well, - not to make them 
members of the Church, but because they are 
already members by right of birth, and entitled 
to its privileges, its nurture, and its care. 


The Lord’s Supper signifies the atoning work 
of Christ, our mystical union to Him, and is to 
be celebrated as a memorial of this great salva- 
tion until He comes again. 


V. CHARACTERISTICS 


There are some 4,000,000 members of the 
Presbyterian and Reformed Churches in the 
United States found in some ten different bodies, 
each composing a separate denomination al- 
though all have the same doctrinal standards 
and form of government. The Presbyterian 
Church in the U.S.A. (Northern) with 2,900,926 
members; the Presbyterian Church in the U.S. 
(Southern) with 829,675 members; and the 
United Presbyterian Church of North America 
with 222,201 members, are by far the largest 
groups. (The Presbyterian Church, U.S.A. and 
United Presbyterian have recently voted to 
unite and the new church when the union is 
finally consumated will have approximately 
3,000,000) . 


The Presbyterian church is conservative or 
orthodox in doctrine, and progressive in method. 
It has historically placed much stress upon a 
fully trained, well educated ministry, and an 
essentially intellectual approach to the Christian 
faith. In recent years it has made considerable 
strides in missionary activity, and in the field 
of stewardship enjoys the best records for the 
largest per capita giving to all causes of any 
of the major Protestant denominations. It has 
been marked by a warm evangelistic spirit, al- 
though it has traditionally been cool to some 
of the modern methods of mass evangelism. 


Sometimes Presbyterians have been charged 
with being a “class” church, - austere, aloof, 
dignified, “glad when people come to their 
church but just as glad if they do not come.” 
Presbyterians feel that such charges are gen- 
erally baseless and non-Presbyterian historians 
have been quick to acknowledge that much in 
our form of civil government, our capitalistic 
system, and many of our cherished free institu- 
tions have come to us from the Presbyterians 
who have exerted, and continue to exert, upon 
the life, the leadership and the cultural patterns 
of the nation a profound influence far out 
of proportion to their numbers. Of John Knox 
it was said: “Here lies one who was never known 
to fear the face of man”. The only clergyman 
to sign the Declaration of Independence was 
a Presbyterian (John Witherspoon) and the 
first Declaration of Independence drawn up in 
this country was by Scottish-Irish Presbyterians 
in Mecklenburg County, near Charlotte, North 
Carolina in May, 1775. 
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The Presbyterian Church is truly catholic in 
the historic, ecumenical, New Testament sense 
of that term. Though justly proud of the Pres- 
byterian heritage and all that it has meant in 
the life and faith of her people, we gladly ac- 
knowledge all to be of the household of faith 
who put their trust in the Lord Jesus Christ, - 
the great Head of the Church, the hope of 
glory and the Saviour of the world. 


We join hearts and hands with Christians 
everywhere and in every age who can sing in 
sincerity and in truth: 

“I love Thy Kingdom, Lord, 

The house of Thine abode 

The Church our blest Redeemer saved 
With His own precious blood”. 


Men and Missions 


By J. P. McCallie 


Dr. J]. P. McCallie. 


Headmaster of the McCallie School, Chattanooga, Tenn., and Elder in the First 


Presbyterian Church of that city. Recognized as one of this generation’s leading lay experts on World 


Missions. 


This will be a layman’s testimony to Foreign 
Missions. After 33 years on the Executive Com- 
mittee of Foreign Missions, much of that time 
as chairman of the Fields Committee having to 
do directly with all our missionaries, I think 
one of the most interesting things about mis- 
sions is its missionaries. “Missionaries I Have 
Known” would make a most interesting topic, 
though that is not what I shall write about. 
What a galaxy of celebrities we have had (many 
we still have)—Motte Martin in Africa, what 
a character and what a work! Dr. Wm. E. Hud- 
son and I toured the church exactly 44 years 
ago with William Morrison of Africa, Lacy Mof- 
fatt of China, and Hunnicutt of Brazil, and 
really learned to know and appreciate some of 
our truly great missionaries. Leighton Stuart, 
whom the Chinese students told me could speak 
their language better than they could, old Absa- 
lom Sydenstricker, father of Pearl Buck (I think 
it must have been an adoption), Dr. Wm. F. 
Junkin, Dr. B. C. Patterson, Dr. I. R. Graham, 
Dr. J. L. Stuart, Dr. W. H. Hudson, what char- 
acters all! And Aunt Nettie Grier, in some re- 
spects the greatest missionary I have ever known, 
as I saw her operating in her Hospital at 
Hsuchoufu, teach her Old Ladies Bible Class, 
preach the gospel, run a home, raise a family 
and by a life of love and faith and prayer and 
service and heroic self-sacrifice so endear herself 
to the Chinese that she feels like am alien in 
her own country and would gladly yet give her 
life for China and, if the Lord tarry, be buried 
there. In Korea Dr. Eugene Bell, Dr. J. R. Wil- 
son; in Japan Dr. Chas. Logan, Dr. Harry Myers, 
and Miss Dowd impressed me greatly. Old Dr. 
Butler of Brazil, and Dr. S. R. Gammon of 
Lavras College, Miss Charlotte Kemper, oh, I 
know there are scores I’ve omitted, whom to 
know was to know the Lord better, and to 
wonder at the most interesting thing in all the 
history of the world—human nature changed by 
the Grace of God, molded from sinners into 
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saints. Bill Moseley, whom my Bible Class sup- 
ports in Brazil, is one of these. 


I’m interested in the growth of our mission 
work in the 92 years of its history from a little 
beginning of one or two in China, in Greece, 
in Colombia, until now we have indigenous, 
self-supporting, self-propagating, self-governing 
churches in China, Formosa, Korea, Japan, Af 
rica, Mexico, and Brazil, and a growing work 
in Ecuador and Portugal. God be praised for 
this! Our missionaries’ forced withdrawal from 
China is really putting those churches on their 
metal, is testing them and proving them, and | 
believe when we go back to help them with 
the too great task of making Christ known to 
hundreds of millions of lost men, we shall find 
our enforced withdrawal was a blessing in dis- 
guise, as we found once before. 


The work among the Indians in the Amazon 
and Matto Grosso and in Mexico and Ecuador 
interests me. These were the original settlers 
in this continent whose forefathers had a truly 
great civilization there. Now they have no writ- 
ten language and the alphabet, grammar, dic- 
tionary, have to be made to get the Bible into 
their spoken language. 

But what I really want to say—the thing that 
interests me most about Foreign Missions—is 
“Why I Believe in Foreign Missions at All.” 
There are four reasons that convince me com- 
pletely, and I believe should convince any rea- 
sonable layman, as to the value of Foreign Mis- 
sions. 

l. I believe in Foreign Missions because | 
am the product of Foreign Missions. 

I have traveled in the footsteps of the Apostle 
Paul in Asia and Europe, from Jerusalem to 
Damascus across Asia Minor to Troas. I see him 
prevented from going into Bithynia from which 
he may have turned towards the East to go to 
Elam and Persia, yes even to India and China. 
But at Troas the vision called to him “Come 


THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL 





~ 


+4 Giteeeee 6s 





Sw wee FS SS OU S)hCUP 


<_ Ga =| — 


0 








over into Macedonia and help us.” As I went 
into the Dardanelles I crossed over the very 
path he took from Troas to Phillippi. I have 
followed him to Thessalonica and Athens and 
on to Rome, the heart of the Roman empire. 
When in the place below street level still shown 
in Rome as Paul's “own hired house”, I seemed 
to catch a vision of the great apostle teaching 
justification by faith to the Jews and Gentiles 
that flocked to hear him. I saw that small 
beginning in Europe grow and grow until 
Gregory the Great, the head of the Christian 
Church of the far flung Roman Empire and its 
successors, came one day to the slave mart in 
Rome and there saw fair-haired, blue-eyed 
Angles from Brittania being sold as slaves. “Not 
Angles”, said he, “but angels! Have these mar- 
velous people had the gospel preached to them?” 
he inquired. Augustine was sent as a missionary 
to Britain, Scotland, and Ireland, to your fore- 
fathers and mine. We are not now in the super- 
stition and ignorance of Druidism, offering hu- 
man sacrifices, suffering the cruelties of the 
paganism of the ancient Anglo-Saxons, but have 
the light of the gospel of a glorious Redeemer, 
because of Foreign Missionaries. Any Christian 
who says he doesn’t believe in Foreign Missions 
actually says he counts of no value the gospel 
of Christ and the light of the Bible; in fact, 
he is a very ignorant Christian or no Christian 
at all, for all of us Christians in America are 
the direct product of Foreign Missions. 


2. I believe in Foreign Missions because 
Christianity is unique among the religions of 
the world. In fact, I agree with Dr. Robert E. 
Speer who says that if other ethnic faiths are 
religions then Christianity is not a religion, and 
if Christianity is a religion, then these others 
are not religions, for there is no comparison 
between them. I have come into direct contact 
in my journeying around the world with the 
products of Mohammedanism, Buddhism, Con- 
fucianism, Shintoism, five of the great so-called 
religions of the world. Among the great re- 
ligions Hinduism is the only one with which 
I have not come into personal contact. From 
what I have seen and heard and from my studies 
of comparative religions, I can truthfully say 
that there is no truth anywhere that is not al- 
ready in Christ, and in Christ in its fullest and 
richest form. The Christian gospel offers all 
that the Vedanta offers and infinitely more. Our 
Bible is far beyond the Koran, the Buddhist 
Bible, the Analects of Confucius, the patriotic 
emperor rituals of Shintoism, or the superstitious 
ceremonies of Animism. Not only are the truths 
of all other religions in Christianity, but they 
are there balanced and corrected as they are 
not in the non-Christian faiths. 

“Hinduism teaches that God is near, but it 
forgets that He is Holy. Mohammedanism 
teaches that God is great, but forgets that He 
is loving. It knows Him as King, but not as 
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Father. Buddhism teaches that this earthly life 
is fleeting, but it forgets that God sent us to 
do work, and that we must do it while it is 
day. Confucianism teaches that we must live 
in a great frame-work of sacred relationships, 
but it forgets that in the midst of these we 
have a living help and a personal fellowship with 
the Eternal God, in whose lasting presence is 
our home. What the other religions forget, 
or never knew, Christianity tells us in the full- 
ness of its truth.” When anyone tells you that 
we should never interfere with another person’s 
religion, that whatever it is, if he believes in 
it fully, it is good enough for him, for all re- 
ligions lead to God, it simply is not true. Sin- 
cerity does not prevent the tragedies of error. 
The physician may be perfectly sincere and 
honest in prescribing castor oil for what he 
thinks is a stomach upset, but peritonitis will 
take his patient away. Getting on the wrong 
train, however much we may think we are right 
or even at the guidance of the station-master, 
will not land us at our desired haven. Pur- 
chasing worthless stocks at the direction of our 
best friend is not atoned for by his sincerity 
and honesty. Sincerity, faith, earnestness, sac- 
rifice are not enough, if we have fundamental 
error. Christianity is unique among all faiths 
in having all truth and no error. It is a faith 
we can live by and die for. 


3. I believe in Foreign Missions because of 
its fruits. I’ve seen with my own eyes the fruit- 
age in redeemed lives in Japan, Korea, and 
China, and I’ve read of many, many such in 
other lands. Take the classical example of 
Darwin and the Patagonians, who, he thought, 
would make good “missing links” when first 
he saw them, but on his return the missionaries 
had worked such a change upon them that 
he sent a contribution to the Foreign Mission 
Society. Time would fail to tell of the mar- 
velous change that has recently been wrought 
in New Guinea or in Borneo. The fuzzy-wuzzies 
there have proved to be angels to our soldiers. 
There is no longer a “wild man of Borneo.” 
He is only found in America among those whom 
Home Missions have not yet touched. Paton 
and the New Hebrides, where once the mariner 
dreaded to haye his ship stop for fear of the 
cannibals, but not now—the church spires all 
over the land inspire confidence. Mackay in 
Uganda, Hudson Taylor in West China, Motte 
Martin in the Congo have produced men like 
our own Tsinunga Daniel, the greatest colored 
preacher in Central Africa; Chang Poling, whom 
I met in Tientsin, or Pastor Kil, whom I met 
in Pyeng Yang, or Kagawa, whom I visited in 
Kobe. “By their fruits shall ye know them.” 


4. I believe in Foreign Missions because of 
the stock I have taken in it. I’ve invested in 
it and received dividends. You can’t tell me 
it doesn’t pay. I know better for I’ve tried it. 
I'm like the little boy who gave his nickel to 





PAGE 9 


the missionary and on his return several years 
later the still small boy said to his mother, “I 
want to go hear that missionary and see what 
he’s done with my nickel.” 


I attended the first Laymen’s Missionary 
Movement. Convention in Birmingham in 1909. 
I'll never forget Dr. Bradley telling us about 
our Southern Presbyterian Hospital of Sutsien, 
China, 6 feet square, thatch roof, dirt floor, 
with no X-ray, beds, sheets, instruments, or 
nurse. “Aren’t you men proud of it?” he cried, 
and one fellow took him up. He shouted out: 
“Dr. Bradley, how much would it cost to put 
you up a good hospital in Sutsien?” “About 
$10,000,” said the doctor. “All right, I'll be 
one of a hundred men to put up $100 right 
here, to put up a good hospital for Dr. Bradley. 
Who'll join me?” Mr. Rowland, the chairman, 
said, “Men, we have met here for information 
and inspiration and not to take up a collection.” 
“Sit down, Rowland,” said the delegate, “You've 
run this meeting for 3 days; now we're going 
to run it.” And run it, he did. He appointed 
a secretary and took down names and addresses 
and sums of money pledged. He came down 
to $75, then to $50 and | began to sweat. I 
had just started out my boys’ school, and that 
was about a month’s salary. Could I ever pay 
it? One dollar had been my maximum gift 
to Missions. The Holy Spirit whispered to 
me, “Do something big for Jesus once in your 
life.” The Devil said, “You'll regret it. Don’t 
get excited and let your feelings run away with 
you. Wait a while and others will raise it all.” 
1 thank God I plunged. I took a $50 share. 
After ten months it was paid. Five years later, 
as my mother’s guest, I visited China and I 
saw that hospital at Sutsien. “Dr. Bradley, 
what would be about a $50 part of that hos- 
pital, "I asked. He said, “I think that dormer 


room up on the third floor would cost about 
$50.” “Anybody in it?” I asked. “Sure, come 
and see for yourself; and I did. An old man 
who had crawled into the hospital on his hands 
and knees, for he had been deserted to die. He 
couldn’t recover physically, but for the first time 
he had slept between clean sheets, had good 
food, and tender nursing and had heard the story 
of the Great Physician and had believed. A 
small boy who had punctured his side on a 
picket fence lay in the other bed, and he was 
getting well. He, too, was thrilled with the story 
of the One Who said “Suffer the little children 
to come unto me, and forbid them not, for 
of such is the Kingdom of Heaven.” 


I have never invested $50 better in all my 
life. I believe in Foreign Missions because I've 
taken shares in it and it is still producing divi- 
dends. 


Now for the past five years we have had 5 
World Missions Conferences in my church (First 
Presbyterian Church, Chattanooga, Tenn.) and 
we have gone from $16,000 in 1952 to $96,000 
this year for Foreign Missions alone and from 
11 missionaries supported to 61 supported wholly 
or partly. What’s still better, 40 of our young 
people last November took a stand for serving 
Christ anywhere He called. Still better, next 
October 20-27 all 14 Presbyterian Churches in 
Chattanooga will hold a World Missions Con- 
ference in each church using the same leaders, 
missionaries, and candidates in the effort to 
double our contributions to missions during 
1957. “Only this generation can reach this gen- 
eration. Every Christian is a missionary and 
must either go or send a substitute. Why should 
any man hear the Gospel twice, before all have 
heard it once?”” Men are for missions and mis- 
sions are for men. 





by the Nazis. 


Israeli Government. 


HEADQUARTERS: 
252 North Dillon Street 


Dept. SP 
Los Angeles 26, Calif., U.S.A. 





The American-European Bethel Mission, Inc. 


founded by Rev. and Mrs. Leon Rosenberg 
Our Unique Orphanage in the Holy Land 


. Our Orphanage in Haifa, Israel, is a Memorial to the many boys and girls 
of Hebrew-Christians in our former Orphanage in Poland who were slain 


. Our Orphanage is an uncompromising Gospel testimony in the Holy Land, 
established on uncontested ground, and it is officially registered with the 


. It is a children’s Bible Institute for the preparation of future witnesses. 
. As a faith work, this unique Orphanage needs and deserves the cooperation, 
by prayer and practical assistance, of every Christ-loving person. 
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... But The Marigolds 
Never Bloomed 


By Horace H. Hull 
Horace H. Hull. One of the South’s leading business men. President of the Hull-Dobbs Company, 
world’s largest group of Ford agencies. President Continental Investment Corporation. Elder in Second 


Presbyterian Church, Memphis, Tenn. 


Not too long since, one of the most consecrated 
and interested Christian laymen of my acquain- 
tance, who was an officer in the Men of the 
Church organization, approached me and asked 
me why I had shown little or no interest in 
that group. Whereupon I said to my friend, 
“What do the Men of the Church do?” 


He countered, “What do you mean?” 
I repeated in reply, “What do you do?” 


“Well,” he said, “we meet once a month for 
dinner and usually have an inspirational mes- 
sage from a good speaker.” 


“Then what do you do,” I queried. 
“What do you mean,” he again asked. 


“I mean exactly this: What is accomplished 
by these repeated meetings?” 


To which he said, “Oh, I don’t know — 
nothing that I could put my finger on I suppose, 
but we have fine fellowship.” - 


I then said to him, “Now you have the answer 
to your first question as to my interest or dis- 
interest. I can hear inspirational speakers at 
the Rotary Club, the Chamber of Commerce 
and the Executives Club and many other places. 
But I am worn out with speeches. I would 
rather be at home. And as far as organizational 
dinners are concerned, I despise them. If the 
Men of the Church will adopt a program de- 
signed to do something constructive, putting 
men to work to get things done, I'll certainly 
be on hand to help and support the movement, 


but as for dinners and speeches, per se, excuse 
me,” 


Well, that conversation ended, but it did 
not stop there. Within a few months the Men 
of the Church decided to promote within its 
church the full-time support of more mission- 
aries, foreign and home. They set a goal of 
one fully-supported missionary ($2,700 per year 
per missionary) for every 100 members of the 
church. They put on a mission program, and 
as a result of the first program funds for the 
support of 15 more full-time missionaries were 
pledged. While this was twelve short of one 
missionary for every 100 members, there is 
scheduled another mission program shortly and 
this will be an annual affair. The church is in 
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the midst of a $1,000,000 construction program 
also and soon this will be out of the way. Then 
I feel sure there will be funds to support one 
missionary for every 100 members. And remem- 
ber, all this after the regular current expense 
and benevolence budgets, which allot the usual 
percentage of benevolences to the mission work. 


Organizational meetings, dinners, lunches, 
suppers and inspirational speeches won’t get 
the job done. They are good in their place 
as an auxiliary but only if employed in con- 
nection with a definite and concrete objective; 
otherwise, they are as sounding brass and 
tinkling cymbals. 


Do you suppose we get so close to the tree 
that we cannot see the forest? 


The late Mr. Henry Ford, founder of the 
Ford Motor Company, built one of the greatest 
organizations in this country. He was a shrewd 
man — a practical administrator and one who 
had a keen sense of observation. Many times 
during his career he found sales declining and 
profits diminishing. Looking for reasons there- 
fore, he found that over-organization was in 
many instances the occasion. Accordingly, every 
now and then he would send what was then 
termed the “wrecking crew” across the coun- 
try with instructions to cut personnel to the 
bone. Experience had taught him that a busi- 
ness could become so over-organized that it 
becomes inefficient. Then it is that disintegra- 
tion sets in and bankruptcy is the result. The 
only cure is pruning. 


Several years past my wife and I were out in 
our flower garden observing among other things 
a row of luxuriant marigolds and I remarked 
how fine they were. But she saw them through 
different eyes and said that she was having 
them dug up for they were not blooming and 
never would. I asked why, and her reply was 
that sometimes plants grow rank and never 
bloom because they are over-tended and over- 
fertilized. 


Are our church organizations growing rank 
with over-organization, with too many chiefs 
and not enough Indians? 


I heard our sales manager tell a group of 
salesmen a few days ago that they weren't 
selling, not because they did not know how to 


PAGE 11 











sell, but because they had forgotten to do what 
they knew to be necessary to sell. 


There is much work that the Men of the 
Church can do that nobody else in the church 
can do. The harvest truly is great, but the 
laborers are few. If every laymen’s organization 
will definitely adopt a worthwhile objective, I 
do not believe that there will be any lack of 


enthusiasm for I have observed that there is 
always enthusiasm where there is something 
worthy of accomplishment. 


Suppose each member of the various men’s 
organizations in our churches had as his ob- 
jective the task of bringing one soul each year 
to a knowledge of Jesus Christ, and did Just 
that, then I say we would really have a men’s 
organization. 


“Men Ought Always To Pray and Not Faint” 


By Col. Roy LeCraw 


Col. Roy LeCraw. One time Mayor of the City of Atlanta. Colonel in the U. 8. Army, World War II 
and Korean War. Formerly Director Program of Progress of our Church. Elder North Avenue Pres- 


byterian Church, Atlanta, Georgia. 


The greatest weakness of the Southern Pres- 
byterian Church is not organizational. We have, 
from a worldly standpoint, an excellent organi- 
zation from top to bottom. Some think it is 
too good. Nor is our weakness our preaching. 
We have doctrinally sound, highly trained and, 
in the main consecrated preaching. Nor are 
we weak in our financial structure, the number 
of our churches, or the size of our congrega- 
tions. All of these things are parts of the ma- 
chine. What we are weak in is the power that 
makes the machine go — the power of “fervent 
effectual prayer”. In fact, I am absolutely sure 
that the greatest weakness of our Southern Pres- 
byterian Church is its lack of a dynamic, agoniz- 
ing prayer life. We men are simply not com- 
fortable in the searching white light of direct 
contact with the Lord in prayer nor have we 
cleared our lives of the scum of self, sin and 
secularism in crder that God’s Holy Spirit may 
have a clear channel through which to flow. 
After all, prayer is the only channel through 
which God can transmit His power to man. 


Never has Heaven’s gate stood wider but 
it opens only to prayer. Of course, I am direct- 
ing these words presumably to Christians be- 
cause it actually doesn’t do any good at all 
for anyone to pray who isn’t a Christian other 
than perhaps praying that one prayer, “God be 
merciful to me a sinner.” However, our Chris- 
tian men today are meeting more, fellowship- 
ping more, working more and supporting Church 
services more than they ever have in the past. 
In fact, we are doing everything in the line 
of churchmanship more and better, I believe, 
except this one great thing—praying—and with- 
out real prayer, the other things cannot amount 
to a row of pins. 
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If you want proof of the need of prayer among 
Church members, consider this. Church mem- 
bership in the United States is at an all-time 
high, I believe, more than one hundred millions, 
but according to a recent article by the head of 
the largest insurance company in the country 
which issues fidelity and surety bonds, embezzle- 
ment and dishonesty are tremendously increas- 
ing. In fact, the increase has been 40% in the 
last five years. Atso, the American Bankers As- 
sociation reports a 40% increase in embezzle- 
ments in 1956 over the preceding year. Probably 
a considerable number of these defaulters were 
prayerless Church members. 


There is the story about the little boy who 
returned to his grandfather’s home in the coun- 
try for a visit. They were out on the road 
when a great storm came up and washed a 
bridge out ahead of them and the little boy 
said to his grandfather, “Hadn’t we better stop 
and pray?” But the grandfather’s reply was, 
“Don’t worry, son, I keep prayed ahead for 
times like these.” I don’t think we are keeping 
prayed even with our needs much less ahead. 


I think they must get pretty weary in Heaven 
of those last minute, petitional, monologic 
prayers — “Lord help me and my son, John; 
help my wife who hasn’t been well; help my 
business which has not been going good,” etc. 
“Help, help, help.”” However, there is another 
prayer which will bring joy in Heaven but it 
is a dangerous prayer to pray unless you mean 
it and that is, “Lord tell me, show me, what 
vou would have me to do, and I will do it.” 
I guess I made the mistake (humanly speak- 
ing) of praying that prayer once and it cost 
me three years of hard work for the Church 
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at a great sacrifice. So don’t pray that prayer 
unless you really mean it because the Lord 
may hand you a tough job to do which would 
cause you great sacrifice, but the compensation 
would be deposits in the bank of life which 
would bring you great joy. 


We men have turned praying over to the 
preachers and a few women. Most of our 
Churches, including my own, can get only a 
handful of men to come to prayer meeting and 
many of our Churches don’t even attempt to 
have a prayer meeting any more. However, 
let me say this, if I could not go to but one 
service a week in my Church, that one would 
be the prayer meeting service because prayer 
is more important than preaching, more im- 
portant than teaching, or fellowship, or any 
other Church activity and the preaching alone 
cannot save me but believing prayer can. The 
facts are that a man can be actually hardened 
under Christian preaching or Sunday School 
teaching. The preacher’s sermon sows the seed 
out on top of the ground of our lives but we, 
ourselves, must plow it under with prayer. If 
we leave it on the surface and do nothing about 
it, if we fail to pray, if we do not plow it into 
our hearts and let it germinate and work, then 
God’s Word itself can actually put a veneer of 
sophistication and hardness around our hearts, 
making it more difficult for the next sermon 
to work its way in. 


The scientist often loses God in his scientific 
search, forgetting the fact that nature is nothing 
but God’s handiwork. The preacher sometimes 
loses God in his sermon if he has prepared the 
sermon through his intellect and not on his 





knees. A preprayed sermon is much better than 
an intellectually prepared sermon. Today we 
are in danger of displacing grace with ability, 
piety with eloquence, holiness with rhetoric, and 
prayer with theological study. 


Our great lack is not in head intelligence but 
in heart surrender. It is a fact that almost any 
man of ordinary intelligence has sense enough 
to teach and preach the Gospel but very few 
have grace enough to live and pray it out. 


Someone has said that talking to man for God 
is great but talking to God (in prayer) for man 
is greater. However, it is also harder to do 
effectively; consequently, we avoid it. 


The President of the Women in one of our 
large Churches remarked recently that if she 
wanted to put on a dinner, she could get fifty 
women to serve but if she asked them to come 
and pray, which she did twice a month, that 
she did well if she got six or eight. 


The purpose of prayer after all is not only 
to get the answers to life’s problems. Its greater 
purpose is to get hold of God Himself. We need 
to get our hands on Him, actually get a grip 
on Him so that the materialistic world cannot 
shake us loose. And remember that God’s ac- 
quaintance is not made hurriedly — not in a 
half-minute blessing before dinner or in a three 
minute “quickie” prayer before going to bed. 
Anyone who is too busy to spend thirty minutes 
a day conversing with the One with whom we 
expect to spend eternity is — too busy. 


“Call unto me and I will answer thee, and 
show thee great and mighty things which thou 
knowest not.” Jeremiah 33:3. 


Quit You Like Men 


By Gregg Singer, Ph.D. 


Dr. Gregg Singer. 


Formerly teacher at University of Pennsylvania, also Head of the Department of 


History, Wheaton College. Now Vice- President of Belhaven College; Jackson, Miss. 


It is most fitting that an Assembly-wide Con- 
vention should be held by and for the men of 
the Southern Presbyterian Church. It is even 
more fitting that at such a time their attention 
should be directed to their purpose and func- 
tion as organized Presbyterian laymen. It is 
good for them to hear the challenge once again: 
“Arise, O Men of God”, and to have presented 
to them the great tasks and privileges which 
await those who have named the name of Christ 
and who have taken upon themselves the solemn 
obligations and duties of members of the Church 
of Jesus Christ. 
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However, all too often the impression is given 
that the Church is languishing in its mission 
and is waiting for men to rise up and make 
her great, and that failure must be hers unless 
the men can be rallied to the Cause. Whatever 
the psychological effect such an appeal may 
have, it is certainly not Biblical and contains 
within serious implications which deny the great 
truths of Christianity. Such an appeal is a 
temptation for men to think of themselves more 
highly than they ought, to feel that God and 
His Church stand in need of what they have to 
offer. It may be flattering to think that the 
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alleged weakness of the Church may be turned 
into strength by the more active participation of 
the men in the affairs of Christ’s Kingdom, but 
it seriously distorts the Biblical doctrine of 
the Church. Christ has given the promise that 
He would build His Church and that He would 
be its strength. The human tendency to sub- 
stitute numbers and ecumenical organizations 
for the work of Christ stands in sorry contrast 
to the Biblical view of the nature and power 
of the Church. Organization and well devel- 
oped programs have their place and are neces- 
sary aspects of Christian activity, but the 
strength of the Church is not derived from such 
human inventions, however ingenious, but from 
the Lord of the Church Himself. Not we, but 
the King, makes it great. 


In I Corinthians 16:13, the Apostle Paul 
nowhere implies that the dynamic of the Church 
comes from its men or splendid programs and 
organization. Neither does he appeal or com- 
mand us to enter its service with such a pur- 
pose in view. Rather does he tell us to stand 
fast in the faith and quit ourselves like men. 
The whole point of this admonition is to 
awaken us to the necessity of being strong in 
the faith, an entirely different kind of an ap- 
proach from that so often heard at conventions 
and other gatherings where psychological ap- 
peals take precedence over the plain statements 
of Scripture. We are to strengthen our faith in 
Christ by the appropriate means of grace and 
when we are quitting ourselves like men we are 
standing fast in that faith once delivered to 
the saints. We are upholding it in our every 
activity, by what we say, by what we think and 
by what we do as Christians. This is not an 
optional choice for us, but as Presbyterian lay- 


men we are pledged to uphold the historic 
Christian faith as it is in the Scriptures and in 
our Westminster Confession. The vigorous de- 
fense of this is the vital issue of the day. Any 
convention or assembly which fails at this point, 
must fail at all other points, even though it 
passes delightful and timely resolutions on vari- 
ous issues which have little or nothing to do 
with the proclamation of the Gospel. 


The fellowship at such gatherings may be 
very good and even exhilarating and inspira- 
tional, but unless it is rooted and grounded in 
that faith delivered once and for all and to 
which we are committed, its effect will be 
ephemeral and transient and the inspiration 
of the moment will be replaced by that lethargy 
for which it was but a temporary substitute. 
Its affirmations may reflect the popular opin- 
ions of the times or the positions of those in 
places of leadership, but unless they at the same 
time are Biblical in their nature, they will have 
little effect either within or without the Church. 
They will be duly noted by the press and radio 
and then filed. 


The men of the Presbyterian Church have 
a tremendous opportunity to weld themselves 
into an effective Christian fellowship bound to- 
gether by those ties of doctrine found in the 
Confession of Faith for the purpose of Christian 
service, not because the Church stands in need 
of us, but because we need the Church, its min- 
istry, its fellowship and its power. We can add 
nothing to its greatness or its strength, but it 
can add much to our effectiveness in our Chris- 
tian life. May we not turn aside to waste our 
time and our talents on the trivial and the 
transient, but may we again dedicate ourselves 
to serve the King of Kings as Christian laymen. 


“Before It Is Too Late” 


By J. Julius Scott, Jr. 


J. Julius Scott, Jr., Senior, Columbia Theological Seminary. Director of Camp Westminster, Atlanta, Ga. 


Once a farmer and his wife started home with 
their young son through a large wheat field. 
Both thought the other had the child. When 
they finally realized that neither had him they 
searched all night without finding the lost 
child. The next day they asked a couple of 
friends to help. The day following that they 
asked more to join in the search. On the fourth 
day the father said, “Let’s ask the whole town 
to help us, and let’s join hands and comb the 
field.” When this was done the child was found 
—but found too late, he was dead. The grief- 
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stricken father, holding the lifeless body in 
his arms, lifted his eyes to heaven and cried in 
a trembling voice, “O God, the child is dead. 
Why didn’t we join hands before?” 


Today in our country many parents of juve- 
nile delinquents lift up a similar cry, “It’s too 
late, why didn’t we join hands before.” 


The agencies and organizations that are at- 
tempting to do something about this mounting 
problem are a dime a dozen. There are clubs 
and places of supervised amusement trying to 
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get the kids off the street. Committees and of- 
ficials everywhere are studying the problem. In 
the majority of cases only the symptoms are 
dealt with; the real heart of the problem is 
left untouched. 


Juvenile delinquency, as well as any other 
type of evil, is caused by the sinful nature 
present in every person born into the world 
since Adam. The solution lies not in patching 
up this old nature, or a reorientation of it, but 
in regeneration — having a new nature as a 
result of the saving work of Christ in the heart 
and life of the individual. 


Of the groups and organizations working with 
young people today only the Church attempts 
to deal with the fundamental problem. Human- 
ly speaking the odds against the Church are 
tremendous. It stands alone in a world of sin 
and disorder. With so many others clamoring 
for the interest of the young people, the church 
has difficulty in even getting a hearing. 


The ideal situation, from the Church’s stand- 
point, would be one in which it could have the 
child to itself for a while; away from radio, 
T.V., and other interests, in an environment 
in which the Church could more or less set the 
atmosphere. 


Such a situation is presented in the Christian 
camp. During the camping period the Church 
has the more or less undivided attention. Here 
the church cannot only present its teachings but 
through capable leadership live these principles 
before the young people in a 24-hour a day 
setting. 


Today, for the Christian Church Camp, is 
the day of small beginnings. Camp meetings 
and conferences which lay a heavy emphasis 
upon class sessions and meetings with little at- 
tention to the well-rounded character of the 
Christian life are somewhat more numerous, 
but true Christian camps are few and far be- 
tween. 


The problems of the Christian camp are 
numerous—staff, buildings and equipment, 
finances, and many others. Despite these obsta- 
cles, however, the Christian Camping movement 
has and is being greatly blessed of God. 


This writer has been with Camp Westminster, 
owned and operated by the Westminster Pres- 
byterian Church of Atlanta, since its opening 
three years ago. From a small beginning this 
camp is rapidly growing. This past year in 
our different camping sessions almost 200 dif- 
ferent persons from eight states flocked to camp. 
There was not enough space to meet the de- 
mand. Many were turned away. Camp West- 
minster, although not in the budget of the 
sponsoring church except for the Easter Offer- 
ings, has grown from one medium size dining 
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room building and one dormitory cabin to a 
camp with nine cabins, double the original 
dining room space, a beautiful new tabernacle 
that will seat upwards of a thousand, parking 
lot, athletic fields, and other facilities. This 
year the services of some of the finest leaders 
from Ohio to Florida were secured. Has the 
Lord blessed? Physically? Yes, the additions men- 
tioned above testify to that. Spiritually? Well, 
over 70 young people accepted Jesus Christ as 
their Saviour, others dedicated their lives to 
Him for any type of service He has for them, 
parents continually tell us of the changes they 
see in their children. 


Who is doing this work in the heart of the 
Georgia woods? Westminster Church? No. The 
staff? No. This is the Lord’s doings, it is mar- 
velous in our eyes. 


The field is open before us. The need is 
springing up around us on every side. Boys 
and girls are being lost to society, the church, 
and to the gospel of Jesus Christ. It is time for 
us to join hands and reach them on their own 
grounds. At Camp Westminster we are prais- 
ing the Lord for what He has done, but also 
looking to the future. We are thinking of 
those young people we had to turn away be- 
cause of the lack of room and facilities. 


The things of this life continue to demand 
the attention of our young people. Constantly 
they are offered man-centered philosophies 
which kill the soul. Temptations to crime and 
vice almost daily show their ugly head. With- 
out the power of the risen Christ through the 
indwelling Holy Spirit they have no strength 
to resist. 


It is imperative that we meet our young with 
the claims and challenges of Christ. This is 
no time for pitting one agency of the church 
against another or Christian against Christian. 
We must use every tool that the Lord has 
placed in our hands. The Church, the Sunday 
Schoel, the Christian schools and colleges, the 
Christian home, and the Christ-centered camp 
must all join together to put up a solid front 
against the onslaughts of Satan. 


The job before us is tremendous. Our young 
people are daily being lost for eternity. No 
one church or group can cover the whole field. 
We must join hands before it is too late. 





THE CHURCH IN HISTORY 
B. K. Kuiper 4.95 


This new beautiful text provides an absorbing survey 
of the church’s history from 33 A.D. to the present, 
including a comprehensive section on the church in the 
United States. Contains more than 150 illustrations, 
maps, outlines, diagrams and charts. Accurate, authori- 
tative, ideal for Bible institutes and secondary schools. 


449 pages. 
Order from The Journal 
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Preparing To Study First Corinthians 


By Rev. Robert Strong, S.T.D. 


Dr. Strong is Pastor of The First Presbyterian Church of Augusta, Ga. 


Only the most radical critics have denied 
that First Corinthians is a genuine epistle of 
Paul. Even the Tubingen school did not do 
this. F. C. Baur and his followers tried with- 
out success, about the middle of the 19th cen- 
tury, to assert a disrupting controversy between 
Peter and Paul, but these men of Tubingen 
all accepted the Corinthian letters, Romans, 
and Galatians as genuine. Here, then, in First 
Corinthians is a tremendously important testi- 
mony to the content and methods of first- 
century Christianity. 


Let us listen to Dean Alford’s appreciation 
of this letter: “No Epistle raises in us a higher 
estimate of the varied and wonderful gifts 
with which God was pleased to endow the man 
whom he selected for the Apostle of the Gen- 
tile world, or shows us how large a portion 
of the Spirit, who worketh in each man sev- 
erally as He will, was given to him for our 
edification. The depths of the spiritual, the 
moral, the intellectual, physical world are open 
to him. He summons to his aid the analogies 
of nature. He enters minutely into the varieties 
of human infirmity and prejudice. . . . He 
praises, reproves, exhorts, and teaches. He is 
tender, sarcastic, ironical. Where he strikes, 
he heals. His large heart holding all, when 
he has grieved any, he grieves likewise; where 
it is in his power to give joy, he first overflows 
with joy himself. We may form some idea from 
this Epistle—perhaps better than from any 
other, because this embraces the widest range 
of topics,—what marvelous power such a man 
must have had to persuade, to rebuke, to attract 
and fasten the affections of men.” 


Paul came to Corinth, capital of the Roman 
province of Achaia, which embraced nearly all 
of Greece and Macedonia, in 50 A. D. An in- 
scription found at Delphi mentions Gallio, the 
proconsul of Achaia, and enables archaeologists 
to date his term of service. Paul left Corinth 
a short time after Gallio arrived there, prob- 
ably 52 A. D. The date of I Corinthians would 
be about 54 A. D. As 16:8 tells us, the letter 
was written from Ephesus. 


Corinth at this time was a city of more than 
600,000, the larger portion of the population 
being slaves. Its magnificent harbors were 
crowded with ships. Travelers and merchants 
came from every land. R. D. Shaw says: “Even 
in that old pagan world the reputation of the 
city was bad. At night Corinth was made 
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hideous by the brawls and lewd songs of drunken 
revelry. In the daytime its markets and squares 
swarmed with Jewish peddlers, foreign traders, 
sailors, soldiers, athletes in training, boxers, 
wrestlers, charioteers, racing-men, betting-men, 
courtesans, slaves, idlers and parasites of every 
description. The corrupting worship of Aphro- 
dite, with its hordes of temple courtesans, was 
dominant, and all over the Greek-Roman world, 
‘to behave as a Corinthian’ was a_ proverbial 
synonym for leading a low, shameless and im- 
moral life. Very naturally such a polluted and 
idolatrous environment accounts for much that 
has been recorded of the semi-pagan and im- 
perfect life of many of the early converts.” 


Acts 18 is to be read to gain the story of the 
founding of the church at Corinth. 


While at Ephesus Paul learned through mem- 
bers of the household of Chloe of disorders 
in the Corinthian church. He wrote his in- 
structions, but this letter, mentioned in 5:9, 
has not survived. Later came a deputation from 
the church (16:17) with fuller information: 
Stephanas, Fortunatus, and Achaicus probably 
took back our epistle with them. 


In broadly outlining the letter a division into 
three parts is often suggested: 1. chapters 1-6; 
2. chapters 7-10; 3. chapter 11-16. 


1. Chapters 1-6. After the salutation with 
its thanksgiving for the grace bestowed upon 
the Corinthian believers, Paul denounces 
(1:10-13) the petty partisanship among them. 
He defends his own ministry in a_ passage 
(1:14-2:16) that advances one of the truly 
notable features of the epistle, namely, the 
exaltation of the cross of Christ as the power 
and wisdom of God unto salvation. He returns 
to the spirit of faction in chapter 3, showing 
its absurdity in the light of God’s grace and 
power as given in His Son. Chapter 4 is a 
moving appeal to them to remember that they 
are his beloved children begotten through the 
gospel. Chapter 5 deals with a shocking case 
of incest and warns against countenancing im- 
morality. Chapter 6 rebukes the practice of 
Christian brethren taking their disputes before 
pagan courts. 


2. Chapters 7-10. In chapter 8 questions con- 
cerning marriage are dealt with; verse 14 is of 
great interest to Presbyterians with its implied 
avowal of the doctrine of the covenant and, 


THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL 











therefore, of intant baptism. Paul had been 
asked about the eating of meats offered in 
sacrifice to idols, and this issue he discusses 
in chapters 9 and 10, presenting the principle 
of Christian liberty and offering as the guide 
to its exercise the constraining idea of concern 
to do nothing that would hurt a weak brother 
or hinder his edification. 


§. Chapters 11-16. The deportment of women 
in the church is treated in 11:1-16, the latter 
part of the chapter being given to a discussion 
of the proper observance of the Lord’s Supper. 
In chapter 12 the rich endowment of the Co- 
rinthian church in spiritual gifts is hinted at 
and the proper use of these gifts is entreated. 
The excellence of love over all other spiritual 
gifts is hymned in chapter 13. Chapter 14 
prescribes the correct use of spiritual gifts in 
the church with special attention to speaking in 
tongues. The 15th chapter principally deals 
with the theme of the resurrection of the dead: 
a future fact presupposed in the resurrection 
of Christ, that well attested event on which 
the faith of the Christian is grounded; a future 
event vital to the carrying out of God’s plan 
of salvation; an event opposed from considera- 
tions of its mode and from the nature of the 
resurrection body, but opposed irrationally; an 
event in which believers surviving till the com- 
ing of Christ will share through an instantaneous 
transformation into the life of the resurrection. 
The last chapter deals with the collection to 
be taken for needy Christians in Jerusalem, 





makes several affectionate personal references, 
and closes with the apostle’s personally in- 
scribed farewell and benediction. 


The lines of Hedinger have the flavor of 
another century, but they are very much to 
the point indeed: “We may learn from this 
Epistle: 1. Paul’s wisdom and foresight in con- 
victing and reproving; his zeal against open 
offenders; his care that a great evil might be 
warded off in season. 2. In the Corinthians, 
(a) How a good beginning may not hold out, 
and how easily persons may be turned from 
the simplicity which is in Christ, if they do 
not keep a wakeful watch over themselves; 
(b) What damage is done, if a person yields 
too much to his own reason, or relies on his 
secular wisdom, or allows himself to be en- 
snared by the artful words of carnal teaching. 
3. What a blessing it is to have a faithful 
teacher. 4. How necessary and useful church 
discipline is. 5. How difficult it is steadfastly 
to refrain from sins to which a person has been 
accustomed, and which he formerly considered 
not sinful. 6. How high an estimate should be 
put upon every believer, and what care should 
be taken not to offend the weak. 7. That 
Satan regards nothing as too sacred to be turned 
by him to the advantage of his kingdom and to 
the injury of Christ’s Church, as, for example, 
spiritual gifts (and the Lord’s Supper). 8. How 
dangerous it is to err in fudamental truths and 
how necessary to instruct others concerning 
them.” 
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LESSON FOR OCTOBER 20 


——— 


By THE REV. J. KENTON PARKER 


The Christian Mintster 


Background Scripture: I Corinthians 9 
Devotional Reading: Acts 26:12-23 


It is most fitting that our Devotional Reading should be the short autobiography of the Apostle 


Paul as he defends himself before King Agrippa. 


No one doubts that Paul was one of the ideal 


Christian Ministers. It would be hard to find his equal. In his speech before Agrippa he reveals 
some of the qualifications for this “high calling of God in Christ Jesus.” 


First of all the call to the Gospel ministry 
is a heavenly vision and a heavenly call. It 
may not be as spectacular as was this conversion 
and call of Saul of Tarsus. There are a few 
men who were set apart in this special way: 
men like Moses, and Samuel, and Isaiah. There 
were others who heard the voice of Jesus say, 
Come ye after me and I will make you fishers 
of men. They, too, heard and obeyed. But 
whether in a shining light from heaven, or in 
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a quiet voice from earth, the call is the same, 
for the calm words of Christ are the words from 
the Lord of the skies. 


‘Then, there must be an obedient response: 
Whereupon, O King Agrippa, I was not dis- 
obedient unto the heavenly vision. This is 
our part; to obey. 
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The call is to be a minister and a witness. 
Paul, in after life, often called himself a “ser- 
vant” of the Lord Jesus Christ. We are to be 
His servants. He was the Suffering Servant of 
Jehovah, and we are to follow in His steps. 
He said, the Son of Man came not to be min- 
istered unto but to minister, and to give His 
life a ransom for many. In the Upper Room, 
with the basin of water and a towel, He gave 
us an example and said, I have given you an 
example that ye should do as I have done. I 
am afraid that some have forgotten and have 
tried to be exalted rather than humble, and 
lords over God’s heritage, rather than examples 
to the flock. Church history often makes sad 
reading in this respect. 


The Christian Minister has a Message. He 
is to be a “witness”. Ye shall be witnesses unto 
Me. They are to testify concerning Jesus Christ. 
His testimony is based on the Bible or on 
personal experience. Paul says that He wit- 
nessed to small and great, saying none other 
things than those which the prophets and Moses 
did say should come, that Christ should suffer, 
and that he should be the first that should 
rise from the dead, and should show light unto 
the people, and to the Gentiles. This testi- 
mony has a personal note. Paul’s greatest ser- 
mons were the accounts he gave of his own 
conversion. Equipped with the Bible and his 
own soul’s rich experience of saving grace, the 
minister is amply qualified to follow his call- 
ing. He can call on men to repent and turn 
to God and do works meet for repentance. In 
his farewell address to the elders from Ephesus 
Paul enlarges upon this work. (See Acts, Chap- 
ter 20.) Oh that all of us could say with 
him, “I am pure from the blood of all men, 
for I have not shunned to declare unto you 
all the counsel of God.” “How it shames us 
to look at Paul,” says one of our great Bible 
expositors. 


The chapter we study today has many les- 
sons for those who would be Christian min- 
isters, and indirectly, for all Christians who 
wish to serve the Lord Christ. 


I. Our “rights” as ministers: 9:1-18. 


The world is all stirred up today about 
“human rights”. Nobody wants to have his 
“rights” infringed upon. Paul is a bit stirred 
up about his “rights” as “an apostle”, as being 
“free”. It seems that some in the church at 
Corinth were questioning some of his rights, 
and he is defending himself. He mentions three 
of them that he might have insisted upon: his 
right to eat and drink, his right to marry, and 
his right to quit working at his trade and be 
supported entirely by the church. 


As to the first of these, he has already treated 
it in chapter 8 when he comes to this con- 
clusion, “Wherefore, if meat make my brother 
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to offend, I will eat no flesh while the world 
standeth, lest I make my brother to offend 
(stumble) ”. He gladly gave up this right to eat 
and drink things which had been offered to 
idols, because of his weaker brethren. There 
are some things which the modern minister 
should refrain from doing because his doing 
these things will be misunderstood and cause 
more ignorant and weaker members of his 
church to stumble. Is it asking too much of 
us to surrender some “right” we have because 
some “little one”, some babe in Christ, might 
misunderstand and be hurt? There are many 
“questionable” things which we are inclined 
to quibble over. Why not take the sensible 
and noble stand of Paul in this? We will not 
be hurt, and our brother will not, either. 


Then, his right to marry. The other apostles 
were married. Peter, one of the leaders, was. 
Why not Paul? His very good reason was that 
with the kind of life he had to live as a mis- 
sionary, often suffering hardship, it was not 
expedient and best for him. He has discussed 
this pretty fully in chapter 7. Many Christians 
were being persecuted and he rather discour- 
ages marriage: So then he that giveth her in 
marriage doeth well; but he that giveth her 
not in marriage doeth better. The normal life 
is the married life, for the minister as well as 
the ordinary Christian. One of the most serious 
sins of the Roman Catholic Church, and one 
that has led to many other sins, is their in- 
sistence upon the celibacy of the clergy. There 
is absolutely no grounds in Scripture for such 
an abnormal and cruel edict. The minister 
should set the example in married life and in 
the making of a Christian home. 


His right to be supported by the church. This 
was a right which the Old Testament priests 
enjoyed. The tithe went to their support. Paul, 
however, had always supported himself by work- 
ing at his trade of tentmaker. He is proud of 
this. One reason, I suppose, was the fact that 
he was a pioneer, a missionary, and there was 
no Board of World Missions to support him. 
He was sent out by the church at Antioch but 
there is no record of their pledging their finan- 
cial support. I would think that his friends 
there would give him some money, and later 
on, as we know, different churches sent him 
gifts, and he gladly accepted them. But on 
the whole, and until he was imprisoned, he 
worked at his trade. But he makes it plain 
that he had the right to be supported by the 
church: Even so hath the Lord ordained that 
they which preach the gospel should live of 
the gospel. There are some consecrated Chris- 
tian workers today who support, or partly sup- 
port, themselves, especially while they are or- 
ganizing a new Mission, and all honor to them, 
but as a rule the church should support the 
minister and let him devote himself to the work. 
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ll. “Servant unto all’: 17-23. 


Paul was free from all men, yet made him- 
self a servant unto all that he might gain them 
for Christ. In this he was following in the steps 
of his Master Who emptied Himself and took 
the form of a servant, and became obedient 
unto death. He made himself all things to all 
men. He put himself on a level with those 
whom he was trying to reach. The true minister 
today will do the same. 


How varied and interesting is the work of 
a minister! I have three churches and all of 
them are different. I have something over four 
hundred members in these three churches and 
no two are alike. I have about one hundred 
families and no two homes are similar. Each 
church, each home, each individual has its own 
problems and its own weaknesses and its own 
burdens. To be “all things to all men” is not 
easy. To put ourselves in the place of the per- 
son we are trying to help is no simple matter. 
For instance, it is hard for me to be patient 
with a man who drinks. I have never had the 
slightest temptation to drink, and know nothing 
of the “pull” of the bottle. In our churches 
we have old Christians and young Christians, 
weak Christians and strong Christians; rich 
Christians and poor Christians. In one day we 
may find ourselves in a shabby hovel or a lovely 
mansion. We may have to deal with ignorant 
people and cultured people. All sorts of people 
came to Jesus. He could deal with a Nicodemus 
one day and a Samaritan woman the next. To 
weep with those who weep and rejoice with 
those who are rejoicing. Let us remember that 
each soul is precious in His sight. It is the 
minister’s privilege to adapt himself to all men. 
We are servants unto all. The Gospel is for 
all men, and he is a minister of that Gospel. 


Ill. “But I keep under my body”: 24-27. 


James puts it this way; pure religion and 
undefiled is to visit the fatherless and widows 
in their affliction and keep himself unspotted 
from the world. The danger that comes to 
the minister is in his mixing with all sorts of 
people; to eat and drink with publicans and 
sinners, as Jesus did, and yet keep himself free 
from any taint of sin, is a very real and ever 
present difficulty and danger. Jesus did it; Paul 
did it, and we can do it in the power of the 
Spirit. “It takes grace, all the grace that God 
can give, simply to live, my brother, simply 
to live.” Ministers are human. They have 
bodies like other men. These bodies can be 
the instruments of sin. We must keep them in 
subjection. We have the appetites and passions 
of other men. We must yield our bodies to 
our Lord. 


We, too, are running a race. We must be 
temperate in all things. There are things which 
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we must refrain from doing for the sake of the 
Gospel. It is entirely possible for a minister 
to preach the Gospel and save others through 
his preaching, and yet be rejected himself. Saul, 
the rejected king, “prophesied” at one time, so 
that they said: Is Saul among the prophets? 
The preacher should set’ the example in regard 
to his body as well as in the other ways. There 
were some in the church at one time who sep- 
arated themselves from their fellowmen and 
lived as hermits. They were trying to keep 
under their bodies. This is not the ideal held 
up by Christ or by Paul. Jesus prayed that His 
disciples be “in the world”, but “not of the 
world”. He mingled with the worst of men— 
with sinners of all kinds — and He was with- 
out sin. Paul mixed with the crowds in market 
places and on the street, but he kept his body 
in control. Keep thyself pure, he wrote to Tim- 
othy, and in every way be an example in purity. 





THE GOSPEL OF THE SPIRIT 
Samuel Eyles Pierce $1.50 


The agency of the Holy Spirit is the 
very life of Christianity. Few books 
on this subject compress so much into 
brief treatise as does this classic work 
written 150 years ago by the English 
divine whose writings on the subject: 
have ever been of outstanding value. 
The first part of the work considers 
the Person and Office of the Holy 
Spirit; the second part presents the 
entire work of the Spirit upon the re- 
deemed, from their regeneration to 
their glorification both in body and in 
soul. 
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YOUTH PROGRAM FOR OCTOBER 20 





By THE REV. B. HOYT EVANS 


“What Is The Difference?” 


Scripture: Hebrews 10:1-22 


Suggested Hymns: 
“The Church’s One Foundation” 
“Faith Of Our Fathers” 
“How Precious Is The Book Divine” 


(We are beginning a unit of two programs 
on Protestant - Roman Catholic relations. In 
addition to the formal material given for the 
programs, ask the boys and girls to bring their 
questions to the meetings, and ask your minister 
to be on hand to help with the answers.) 


Program Leader’s Introduction: 

The main question we are trying to answer 
in this program is this: “What is the difference 
between Protestant Christianity and Roman 
Catholic Christianity?” We assume that there 
is a difference, but not too many of us have a 
clear idea about it. 


First, perhaps, we should observe that we 
Protestants have several things in common with 
Roman Catholics. We both accept the Apostolic 
Creed and the Nicene Creed. We both have 
the same belief as to the nature of God the 
Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Ghost. 
We both share fifteen hundred years of com- 
mon history, from the time of Christ until the 
Protestant Reformation. We both celebrate 
Christmas and Easter, and we agree on observing 
the first day of the week as the Christian day 
of worship. In a general sense we share the 
name “Christians.” However, many former 
Roman Catholics who are now Protestants in- 
sist they were not Christians in the true sense 
of the word while they were members of the 
Roman Church. 


When all the similarities are noted, it still 
appears that there are some very real and serious 
differences between Roman Catholics and Prot- 
estants. It behooves us to know what they are. 
Sometimes it seems that Roman Catholic people 
know more about the teachings of their church 
and have stronger convictions than we do. AIl- 
though we cannot agree with them, we can com- 
mend their zeal, and we shall do well to increase 
our own zeal for our faith. 


First Speaker: 
The basic difference between Roman Ca- 
tholicism is the matter of authority. For Prot- 
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estant Christians the final and unerring author- 
ity in matters of faith and life is the Bible. 
Every question of belief or conduct is to be 
determined by the teaching of Scripture. Roman 
Catholics, too, accept the Bible as an authority, 
but not as the only authority. That is where 
the difference comes in. One of the official 
catechisms of the Roman Church teaches that 
the church itself has infallible authority for 
teaching and governing its people. By “the 
Church” is meant the Pope and the bishops. In 
1870 an official statement was issued which 
declared that the Pope spoke with infallible 
authority when he spoke officially, that is, 
“when in discharge of the office of pastor and 
doctor of all Christians.” The claim was to 
apply to all popes past and future. The effect 
of such a statement is to accept as authority 
that which is independent of the Scriptures and 
often contradictory to them. It is to accept 
“as doctrines the commandments of men” in 
direct defiance of the clear teaching of God’s 
word. All of the teachings and practices of 
the Roman church, to which we, as Protestants, 
object, are the result of supposedly authorita- 
tive pronouncements of popes and councils. We 
believe that the church has no right to teach 
or require anything apart from what God teaches 
and requires in the Scriptures. 

Second Speaker: 

Another practice of the Roman church which 
differs markedly from our belief is their use 
of a priesthood and the mass. The Roman 
church claims that its priests are successors 
of the apostles and receive from them authority 
to forgive sins. The Roman belief is stated 
in these words, “The priests who forgive our 
sins are legitimate successors of the apostles and 
derive their power from them”. We do not 
believe that the Scriptures teach any such thing, 
but rather, that we are permitted to approach 
God directly through Christ. “For there is one 
God, and one mediator between God and men, 
the man Christ Jesus; who gave himself a ran- 
som for all, to be testified in due time.” 
I Timothy 2:5,6. “Seeing then that we have a 
great high priest, that is passed into the heavens, 
Jesus the Son of God, let us hold fast our pro- 
fession. For we have not an high priest which 
cannot be touched with the feeling of our in- 
firmities; but was in all points tempted like as 
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we are, yet without sin. Let us therefore come 
bodly before the throne of grace, that we may 
obtain mercy, and find grace to help in time 
of need.” Hebrews 4:14-16. 


The mass, which is the focal point of Roman 
Catholic worship, is said to be ‘“‘a continuation 
of the sacrifice” of Christ. Through symbols, 
signs, and pageantry the sacrifice of Christ is 
reenacted. It is claimed that at a certain point 
in the service the bread and wine become the 
actual flesh and blood of Christ. ‘These prac- 
tices and beliefs have their basis in the sup- 
posedly authoritative traditions of the church, 
and not in the Scriptures. The Bible speaks of 
the all-sufficient sacrifice of Christ, our high 
priest, when He is described as the one, “Who 
needeth not daily, as those high priests, to offer 
up sacrifice, first for his own sins, and then 
for the people’s: for this he did once, when he 
offered up himself.” Hebrews 7:27. Christ is 
our priest, and we need no other sacrifice than 
that which He has made and which He offers 
continually before His Father. 


Third Speaker: 

Still another point of serious difference be- 
tween our belief and that of the Roman Cath- 
olics is the place of honor they give to Mary 
and the “saints”. Prayers are addressed to Mary 


as the “mother of God”. Of course, Mary is 
not the mother of God. She was the mother 
of Jesus’ human nature, but the Son of God 
has existed from eternity. “In the beginning 
was the Word, and the Word was with God, and 
the Word was God . . . And the Word was 
made flesh, and dwelt among us...” John 1:1, 
14. The Bible teaches us that we are to pray 
to the Father, in the name of the Son, through 
the help of the Holy Spirit. Nowhere are we 
told to pray to Mary or the “saints”, or through 
them. We are expressly told not to give honor 
to any creature, even to angels, which belongs 
to God. We are also told not to bow down 
before any image of man or god. “God is a 
spirit, and they that worship him must wor- 
ship him in spirit and in truth.” John 4:24. 
As for the “saints”, the Bible refers to all Chris- 
tians as saints, and there is no justification for 
reserving that title to any particular group of 
believers which the church may set apart. 


Program Leader: 


(Give the young people opportunity to raise 
questions and have discussion about any other 
Protestant - Roman Catholic differences they 
may think of. If the matter of mixed marriages 
comes up, tell them that we shall be dealing 
with that problem in next week’s program.) 





NEWS 





CHURCHE ES 








ALABAMA 


Birmingham — Birmingham Presbytery of the 
Presbyterian Church, U.S. has expressed deep re- 
gret over recent “inflamatory incidents’ between 
whites and Negroes, and the Presbytery has called 
upon its members and Christians of all denomina- 
tions to “join in a united approach to this com- 
mon problem.” 


East Alabama Presbytery met at Prattville, 
September with 31 ministers and 27 Ruling Elders 
present. 


Rev. Murray E. Love preached the opening ser- 
mon on “Christ the Door.” 


Dr. A. C. Windham is critically ill at Emory 
University Hospital. Dr. J. W. Stark was elected 
Acting Stated Clerk and Treasurer. Rev. James 
Somerville Acting Permanent Clerk. 


The relations between Rev. A. R. Cates and 
Clio and Pea River Churches was dissolved and he 
was dismissed to Florida Presbytery. 


Revs. Robert Barron of Southwest Georgia and 
H. Keith Hill of Lexington-Ebenezer Presbytery 
were received and called to Union Springs and 
Andalusia Churches. The following commissions 
to install, Revs. H. E. Russell, M. C. Patterson, 
N. G. Barron, James Somerville, K. C. Willis Elders 
K. M. Varner, Roy H. Jones, and Revs. H. W. Mc- 
Clure, J. Calvin Chesnutt, H. E. Russell, J. C. 
Whitner, Elders Joel E. Johnson, Stanhope Elmore. 
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The minimum salary was raised from $4,000 
to $4,200. A ten acre tract adjoining the Vet- 
erans’ Hospital was purchased from the Gov- 
ernment. 


A petition from 53 persons at Shawmut for the 
organization of a church was granted. The com- 
mission, Revs. H. E. Russell, W. K. Blake, J. C. 
Laughlin, James Somerville, Elder J. J. Durr and 
a like number from Atlanta Presbytery invited. 


Dr. Claude H. Pritchard, Secretary of Home 
Missions, addressed Presbytery on this cause. 


Elder Collie G. Smith of Prattville was nomi- 
nated for Moderator of the next meeting at 
Wetumpka. Conferences on Evangelism were set 
for Dothan and Trinity, Montgomery, October 16 
and 17 at 7 p.m. 


J. W. Stark, Acting Stated Clerk 





FLORIDA 


Tampa—A special committee, with R. D. Robin- 
son of Orlando as chairman, has met in Tampa 
to consider plans for constr uction of a Presbyterian 
Home for Senior Citizens, to be built in Bradenton 
by the Synod of Florida. 


Attending the planning session were Dr. T. P. 
Johnston of Dunedin, president of the Synod’s cor- 
poration which will undertake the project; Dr. A. R. 
Larrick, Plant City, second vice- president of the 
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corporation ; Dr. B. L. Bowman, Sarasota; Lewis 
H. Hill, Jr., Tampa, and Edward D. Wyke, Braden- 
ton, architect employed by the committees. 


Mr. Wyke presented initial plans for the build- 
ing and tentative approval was given by the group 
at its special meeting. 


The building is designed to house 144 persons, 
and will consist of a one-story administration unit 
connected to a five-story dormitory unit. Pro- 
posals call for it to be constructed of concrete and 
steel, and to be completely fireproof. There will 
be both double and single unit apartments. 


Estimated minimum cost will be $750,000. The 
Bradenton site consists of a four-acre plot and was 
purchased from the Kiwanis Club with money from 
local citizens. Of the original $12,000 cost, $2,000 
was donated by the Kiwanis. 


The Synod of Florida has given official approval 
to this project, and the Home will receive perpetual 
financial support from the Synod. 





GEORGIA 
Stockbridge —- The Stockbridge Presbyterian 
Church has now been enjoying a full-time ministry 
for one and a half years. The Church has grown 


steadily under the leadership of the pastor, the 
Rev. George E. Dameron. In 1954 we had a mem- 
bership of 70 and today we have 111 members. 
The Sunday School has grown from about 60 mem- 
bers to 125. We suddenly find that our Educa- 
tional facilities are no longer adequate to handle 
our growing Sunday School. 


Our Church has just recently been selected as 
the Number One Opportunity in our District of 
Atlanta Presbytery, which means that during the 
Church Extension Season, we will receive 80% 
of the contributions given by the Churches in our 
District. It is because of this selection that we are 
able to commence work on our much needed Edu- 
cational Building. 


_ On Sunday, September 15th, we broke ground 
in a very impressive ceremony. Dr. Bonneau H. 
Dickson, Executive Secretary of Atlanta Presby- 
tery, preached a very excellent sermon, after which 
the congregation was led by the ministers and the 
choir to the place of the ceremony. The Choir 
sang “The Church’s One Foundation” and the 
tev. George Dameron brought a short message on 
the text “There is a time to build...” After this 
message a most impressive ground-breaking service 
was witnessed by approximately 155 persons. 


Immediately following the Benediction and Dox- 
ology the Women of the Church spread a most 
sumptuous dinner and everyone enjoyed the fine 
food and fellowship. 


This Building is just the first phase of the 
Greater Building Program in the Presbyterian 
Church of Stockbridge. In the future, if God con- 
tinues to bless us as He has in the past, we hope 
to complete the second floor of this Educational 
Building. Eventually we hope to build a Church 
to tie into this Educational plant. 


_ However, our most pressing need at the present 
time is Sunday School Rooms and that is what we 
are providing. The building will be 75 feet long 
and 36 feet wide of concrete block and brick veneer 
construction. In it will be seven large class rooms 
and a pastor’s study. The building will be capped 
off to be completed when needed. This building, 
along with the one that we already have will make 
it possible for us to enroll 275 to 300 in our 
Sunday School. 
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God has greatly blessed our Church and we give 
Him all the glory and praise for what we have 
been able to do to further His Kingdom here in 
the community of Stockbridge. 


Atlanta—The Rev. O. V. Caudill, Secretary of 
Church Architecture Department of the Board of 
Church Extension, and Mrs. Caudill, were in an 
automobile accident at Morganton, North Carolina, 
on the evening of September 6th. 


Mr. Caudill was en route to a speaking engage- 
ment at Lexington, Virginia. 


Mrs. Caudill has been hospitalized at Grace 
Hospital in Morganton, for injuries sustained in 
the accident. Mr. Caudill was released from the 
hospital after two days. 


Atlanta—Miss Minnie D. Thomas will retire from 
active duty with the Board of Church Extension 
on October 1, 1957, after 34 years of continuous 
service. Though still short of the usual retirement 
age, Miss Thomas has felt it necessary to take this 
step now on account of her health. Because of 
her intimate knowledge of the history and work 
of this Board and its predecessor agencies, she 
will be retained on a consultative basis for any 
service her health will permit her to render. 


Miss Thomas began her work for the Executive 
Committee of Home Missions in October, 1923, 
while the late Dr. Samuel Leslie Morris was its 
Executive Secretary. According to the records, she 
has taken the Minutes of every meeting of the 
Executive Committee and Board of Church Ex- 
tension since 1929. In this respect she has prob- 
ably set a record for any employe of the General 
Assembly. 


Rome—A $50,000 campaign to develop a camp 
site on Lake Allatoona, was approved by Cherokee 
Presbytery, meeting at Cedartown, Tuesday, Sep- 
tember 17, 1957. Other actions included the adop- 
tion of the largest benevolent budget in the history 
of this Northwest Georgia Presbytery, and the ac- 
ceptance of goals for the Church Extension season, 
including the erection of new churches and pur- 
chase of future church sites. 


Ruling Elder E. H. Anderson, of the LaFayette 
Presbyterian Church moderated the meeting, and 
the featured speaker was Dr. P. D. Miller, Execu- 
tive Secretary of the Board of Church Extension. 


Candidate Ridley G. Smith, was examined by 
Presbytery and Sunday, September 22, 1957 set 
as the date of his ordination in the Parkview Pres- 
byterian Church, Marietta, Georgia where he has 
been called as pastor. 


Mrs. Charles Cowan, of Cartersville, Central 
Treasurer of the Cherokee Presbytery, resigned 
from office following her three year term, having 
served the Presbytery efficiently and faithfully. 
The Rev. Robert C. Pooley, Jr., of Rome, Georgia 
was elected to replace her. 


Ruling Elder D. L. McWhorter, of the Summer- 
ville Presbyterian Church, was nominated to serve 
as Moderator at the Stated Winter Meeting of 
Presbytery, to be held January 21, 1958, in the 
Chickamauga Presbyterian Church. 


Robert C. Pooley, Jr. 
Stated Clerk 


Recommend The Journal To Friends 
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NORTH CAROLINA 


Winston-Salem — The Presbytery of Winston- 
Salem convened for its 78th Stated Meeting at 
the Southminster Presbyterian Church, Winston- 
Salem, September 24, 1957. The roll call showed 
an attendance of 24 ministers and 25 Ruling Elders. 
The devotional service was conducted by the Rev. 
R. L. Berry. Rev. James S. Bearss, Pastor of the 
Cooleemee Church was elected Moderator. 


The Rev. John Robert Smith of the Presbytery 
of Dallas was received by transfer and formally 
installed as the General Secretary of the Presby- 
tery. He will have oversight of all the aid-receiving 
churches of the Presbytery under the direction of 
the Committee on Church Extension, will render 
a certain service in the work of Christian Educa- 
tion and will take over January 1, 1958, the work 
of Stated Clerk and Treasurer of the Presbytery. 


Dr. John Watson Moore spoke to the Presbytery 
on the forthcoming financial campaign for Queen 
College. 


The sermon of the Retiring Moderator was de- 
livered by Ruling Elder Robert W. Marshall after 
which the Communion Service was conducted by 
or ate R. E. Hildebrandt and Dawes B. Gray- 

eal. 


The Rev. James E. Bearss spoke on the Synod’s 
campaign for Campus Christian Life and Presby- 
tery approved the campaign. 


The council presented the “askings’” of the as- 
sembly, Synod, and Presbytery for 1958 showing 
an increase of approximately 25°, over last year’s 
“askings.” The Presbytery adopted a recommen- 
dation that these be set before the churches of 
the Presbytery as “Goals” and that the E. M. C. 
be conducted on “Pre-budget” plan. 


The Rev. Ralph Underwood, Pastor of the host 
church, and his members entertained the Presby- 
tery most graciously. Presbytery was much in- 
terested in the splendid improvement of the 
church in the addition of an educational building. 


The next regular meeting will be held January 
21, 1958, the place to be selected by the Moderator 
and Stated Clerk. The Presbytery adjourned with 
prayer by the Moderator. 


Statesville—Nearly 400 young people, with 50 
adult advisors, attended the fall rally of the Senior 
High Fellowship of Concord Presbytery at the First 
Presbyterian Church here, yesterday afternoon. 
Some 85 churches of the Presbytery, from Old 
Fort to Concord, were represented. 


The “singspiration” was led by Miss Kay Lapsley, 
Director of Christian Education, First Presbyterian 
Church, Lenoir. 


President Bill Workman, of Davidson, led the 
worship service, challenging the group to take 
stock of their spiritual goods and, with Divine help, 
to arrive at their own convictions in matters of 
faith in which they had been trained. 


The twelve young people and adult leaders who 
went on a Caravan to Mexico in August reported 
on their visit to the Presbyterian mission stations 
there. They will never forget the glowing spirit 
of the Mexican Christians they met in the Presby- 
terian Churches. They say that their singing and 
their enthusiasm excels that of most congregations 
they know in the U.S. 


Banner Elk — Dr. Joseph Carter, head of the 
Bible Department at Lees-McRae College here, has 
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been selected to serve as acting president of the 
Edgar Tufts Memorial Association until a new 
president is named. 


The association governs Lees McRae College, 
Grace Memorial Hospital, and Grandfather Home 
for Children — all Presbyterian-sponsored institu- 
tions. 


Robert Hayes of Concord, N. C., was elected 
chairman of a committee which will begin a devel- 
opment program at the three institutions. 





OHIO 


Wooster—Patrick D. Miller, Jr., of Atlanta, son 
of Dr. P. D. Miller, Executive Secretary of the 
Board of Church Extension, and Mrs. Miller, has 
been elected president of the United Student 
Christian Council. The 14th General Assembly of 
the USCC was held recently at Wooster. 


Mr. Miller is a second-year student at Union 
Theological Seminary in Richmond, Va. As presi- 
dent of the United Student Christian Council he 
succeeds Paul Schrading of Munhall, Pa., senior at 
Yale Divinity School. 


SOUTH CAROLINA 


Clinton—A total of 525 students are enrolled 
at Presbyterian College for the 1957-58 session, 
the registrar’s office announced today. 


Approximately 180 of these are new students 
attending PC for the first time. 


Five new faculty members, three new coaches 
and two changes in the military department greeted 
the incoming students. 


Two professors joined the English department. 
Fulbright scholar Ross Bush replaced John W. 
Stevenson as associate professor of English, and 
Warren Couth succeeded Norman McLeod as an 
instructor. 


P.C. and the Synod of South Carolina jointly 
sponsor a Vocational Guidance Center on the 
campus, and L. B. Pope took over as new director 
from the Rev. Clarence R. Thayer. He also will 
teach in the education department. 


DEATH OF REV. HENRY RANKIN 


Rev. Henry Rankin, pastor of the Presbyterian 
churches of Summerton and Pinewood in Harmony 
Presbytery in South Carolina for 26 years, died 
following an illness of several months on August 
28, 1957, aged 72 years. He was a native of Phila- 
delphia, born on April 29, 1885. He was the son 
of Luther Rankin and his wife Katherine Munich. 
He was educated in the schools of Philadelphia and 
the Reformed Episcopal College. Upon deciding 
to enter the ministry, graduated from the Reformed 
Episcopal Seminary. He then spent one year in 
the Presbyterian Theological Seminary at Prince 
ton, N. J. He was invited to supply some churches 
in Georgia, and was ordained by Savannah Pres- 
bytery in 1908. He served the churches of Keller, 
Bryan Neck and Flemington until 1911. He was 
pastor of Dorchester and Walthourville from 1911 
to 1922. He then preached at Walterboro and 
Stoney Creek Churches in Charleston Presbytery 
from 1922 to 1931. He was called to the Summer- 
ton church in 1922 and remained there until his 
death. He was also pastor of Pinewood church. 
For eighteen years he was Stated Clerk of Har- 
mony Presbytery. 

He married Miss Ida Corey, of Keller, Ga., May 
10, 1911, who with one brother survives him. 
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The funeral was held in the church on August 
31, conducted by Rev. John C. Bailey, assisted by 
Revs. DeForest Wade, H. A. Knox, Russell W. 
Park, Sr., and P. H. Biddle. His body was interred 
in the City Cemetery. 





TENNESSEE 

Bristol — King College begins its ninetieth year 
this fall with a record enrollment of 280 men and 
women. 

After a four-day program of orientation for 
new students, classes at King began on September 
14. The student body this year has representatives 
from seventeen states and ten foreign countries. 
Seven new faculty members have been added to 
the college force for the 1957-1958 academic year, 
as announced by President R. T. L. Liston. Major 
Felie W. Clark of Gainesville, Fla., comes to King 


as librarian, and Mr. Milton W. Cushman of Athens, 


W. Va., joins the history department. Miss Barbara 
Frye of Concord, N. C., is the new acting assistant 
professor of English, and Mr. Leonard H. Gibbs of 
Bristol, Tenn., will serve as instructor in biology. 
Mr. Ezra D. Heyler comes to King College from 
Troy, Ala., as acting professor of economics, and 
Dr. Douglas Hix of Winchester, Tenn., is associate 
professor of philosophy. Miss Marguerite Pflug 
joins the King faculty as associate professor of 
modern languages. 


The formal reception honoring these new faculty 
members at King will be held on October 5, and 
the celebration in honor of the 90th anniversary of 
the founding of the college is scheduled for No- 
vember 29-30. 





TEXAS 


Change—William F. Henning, Jr., from assistant 
pastor, Westminster Presbyterian Church, Beau- 
mont, Texas, to Pastor, Robbins Memorial Presby- 
terian Church, Beaumont, Texas. Address: 195 
lowa Street, Beaumont, Texas. 





VIRGINIA 


Salem—On Monday, September 16, 1957, Mont- 
gomery Presbytery met, in a Called Meeting, in the 
Salem Presbyterian Church of Salem, Virginia. 
There were 19 ministers and 5 ruling elders. 


Rev. Walker B. Healy was received from Fayette- 
ville Presbytery and arrangements made to install 
him as pastor of the First Presbyterian Church of 
Roanoke, Virginia. 


Rev. J. Stanton Blain was received from Win- 
chester Presbytery and arrangements made to in- 
stall him as pastor of the Glasgow Presbyterian 
Church of Glasgow, Virginia. 


Richmond—Mr. Robert W. Kirkpatrick of Union 
Theological Seminary, Richmond, has been named 
to head a survey of the use of radio and television 
in the Presbyterian Church, U.S. Dr. Kirkpatrick 
ls professor of homiletics and director of the audio- 
visual center at Union Seminary. 


Dr. Kirkpatrick will study how other denomi- 
nations have been using radio and television, what 
their future plans are, and what changes may be 
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expected in the radio and television industry in 
the next ten years. 


Under the direction of Dr. Kirkpatrick, Union 
Seminary has set up broadcasting facilities, and 
has established an outstanding library of recorded 
sermons and addresses. 


Chariton Heights — Falls View Presbyterian 
Church hys completed the construction of its new 
educational buildmg at a cost of approximately 
$36,000. The educational building has nine class- 
rooms and the pastor’s study. The building will 
accommodate a aie School enrollment of over 
300 persons and the Fellowship Hall will provide 
dining facilities for 150. A kitchen was added in 
the new area. 


The sanctuary was also enlarged, increasing the 
seating capacity from 110 to 200. Present member- 
ship of Falls View Church is 185. 


The church was organized in 1950, with 86 
members and became self-supporting in 1955. The 
Rev. Lewis V. Boyle is pastor. 





WEST VIRGINIA 


Huntington—wWalter Carter, a member of the 
First Presbyterian Church, Huntington, and a senior 
at Huntington High School, has been elected Mod- 
—, of the Synod of West Virginia Youth 

/ouncil. = 


The election took B ror at Massanetta Springs, 
Va., at a Youth Leadership School. 


Buffalo—Buffalo Presbyterian Church here cele- 
brated its centennial with special services on 
August 18th. Over two hundred persons were 
present for the Homecoming Day when many for- 
mer members and relatives of charter members 
were present. Among those attending the special 
occasion were Mrs. Charles Couch and Mrs. John 
Harris, daughters of the Rev. John C. Brown, the 
first regular pastor of the church in 1866. 


The Rev. Paul B. Long, a missionary to the 
Belgian Congo, and a great-great grandson of Mr. 
and Mrs. W. A. Alexander, charter members of the 
church, delivered the sermon which marked the 
occasion. Mr. Long spoke on the marks of “Spir- 
itual Adulthood”, challenging the members to re- 
member their history and press toward the future 
and the high calling of Christ. 


Dr. H. H. Orr spoke on the history of the church, 
and the host pastor, the Rev. D. T. Lowman, Jr., 
presided at the Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper. 


Buffalo Church was dedicated on August 22, 
1857. Recently the building has been restored to 
appear as nearly as possible as it did when it was 
dedicated 100 years ago. 











- BO O K S ..--- 


DEVOTIONAL PROGRAMS FOR MEN’S 
GROUPS. Leslie Parrott. Zondervan. $1.50. 


The meditations in this series of lessons are based 
on Christ’s Sermon on the Mount. They follow 


in succession through 18 divisions of that message. 
The author shows that the problems Christ dealt 
with then are the same problems we face today. 
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THIRTY YEARS A WATCH TOWER SLAVE. 
William J. Schnell. Baker Book House. $2.95. 


This book may be called The Confessions of a 
Converted Jehovah’s Witness. It shows how after 
30 years of slavery the author found peace of soul 
and became a free man in Christ. He points out 
that the Jehovah’s Witness religion is one of the 
most totalitarian systems of the 20th Century. In 
this volume he reveals to the world the inner 
workings of the Watch Tower Society. The author 
shows that this group denies most of the major 
Biblical truths, including the Trinity, the Deity of 
Christ, the physical resurrection of Christ, and the 
physical return of Christ. This group yearly lures 
thousands into its fold and with its ingeniously 
devised system of proselyting. The book is a 
powerful warning to any who may be approached 
by the misnamed “Jehovah’s Witnesses.” This is 
a much needed book. 


GOD AND COUNTRY. Charles Schoenfeld. 
Philosophical Library. $3.00. 


The fundamental purpose of this work is to try 
to determine why man’s moral and social values 
have lagged so far behind his technical skills, that 
the prevention of the destruction of the human 
race has become a problem of immediate and 
profound concern to thinking people in all parts 
of the world. To this end the author attempts to 
analyze some of the most pervasive beliefs, prac- 
tices, and institutions of modern American society. 
This examination, says the author, reflects clearly 
the emotional immaturity of the average present- 
day American. 


I PETER. John Brown. Sovereign Grace Book 
Club. $4.00. Volume 2. 


The Sovereign Grace Book Club series is giving 
to us the cream of the Puritan writers of the 
golden age of theology. This volume was written 
by John Brown of Edinburgh who is well known 
to theological students not only as an extraordinary 
expositor but a hard working prolific writer. His 
works have been widely read both in Britain and 
America. Whether one reads this volume for in- 
spiration or in preparation for a sermon, he will 
find it filled with the kind of manna the Holy 
Spirit provides for our daily needs. These expo- 
sitions are filled not only with light, but with 
the warmth of the love of God shining on every 
page. 


EASTERN TRANSIT STORAGE CO. 


LOCAL AND LONG DISTANCE 
MOVING AND STORAGE 


TO OR FROM 48 STATES, MEXICO AND CANADA 
CALL COLLECT ANY TIME 


CHARLOTTE, N.C SPARTANBURG, S. C 
FR 6-1636 2-5067 


ALL YE THAT LABOR. Lester De Koster. 
Eerdmans. $1.50. 


This volume is a study of the grave errors of 
Marxist social philosophy with its fundamental de- 
parture from reality. 


The author realizes that the western world is 
engaged in the age-long quest for the explanation 
of evil in the world, especially that evil which 
comes to expression in human relations. How does 
malignancy get into society and in myriad ways 
corrupt men’s relations with each other? Why 
should it? It is to this mood that communism 
speaks. Karl Marx gave an explanation of that 
evil and he proclaimed a cure. The jaded 20th 
century listened to what Marx has had to say. This 
essay is an attempt to examine Marx’s views as an 
explanation of and proposed cure for human evil 


in the light of Christian understanding of sin and 
salvation. 


The author concludes that the question at issue 
between the Christian view of history and the 
views of economic liberalism and of Karl Marx is 
not one of autonomy versus servitude. It is rather 
one of a choice as to which good men will serve. 
Of the three alternatives, it is Christianity alone 
which because of its recognition of the image of 
God in man respects the right of man to choose 
responsibly among the options presented to him. 
The only hope for man to escape the control of 
selfishness, says Dr. De Koster, is by dedicating 
himself to God and pledging his possessions in 
stewardship. It is in this dedication that the Chris- 
tian finds freedom, peace and joy. The author’s 
analyses and conclusions are decisive and effective. 


VISITATION EVANGELISM. Horace Dean. 
Zondervan. $1.00. 


This volume will serve as a definite aid to a 
large number of pastors and laymen to further the 


ministry of visitation. There are 11 practical chap- 
ters. 
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SO YOU'RE 
CHOOSING 
A COLLEGE 


IN OCTOBER 1957 FOR SEPTEMBER 1958 


What Should I Know To Make a Wise Choice? 


1. What does the college stand for? 

2. What is the accreditation of the college? 
3. What is the quality of the faculty? 

4. What is the size of the college? 

5. What is the college community like? 
6. What are the admission requirements? 


7. How well is the college equipped? 
8. What will it cost? 


These Presbyterian colleges invite you to investigate their standing, 
to read their catalogues, to visit their campuses, and to get acquainted 
with both teachers and students. Select your college carefully after 
thorough investigation. 


SENIOR COLLEGES JUNIOR COLLEGES THEOLOGICAL 

A : ; SEMINARIES 

gnes Scott King Lees Junior 
Arkansas Mary Baldwin Lees-McRae Austin 
Austin Montreat Mitchell Columbia 
Belhaven Presbyterian Peace Louisville 
Centre Queens Presbyterian Junior Union 
Davidson Southwestern Schreiner Institute ; 
Davis and Elkins Stillman School of the Ozarks General Assembly’s Training 
Flora Macdonald Westminster School for Lay Workers 


Hampden-Sydney 
ee 





PRESBYTERIAN EDUCATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF THE SOUTH 
Hunter B. Blakely, Secretary 


Box 1176 


RICHMOND 9, VIRGINIA 











OCTOBER 9, 1957 






PAGE 27 








In addition to the financial returns, 
an annuity with our Board of World 
Missions pays you an extra dividend, 
year after year, in the joy and satis- 
faction that come from Christian giving. 


For you know that your annuity gift 
will help to carry the Gospel of Christ 
around the world. Your gift starts to 
work in the mission field after our life- 
time obligation under your annuity 
contract has been completed. 


Your annuity, meantime, pays you or 


your designated beneficiary a generous 
amount, semi-annually, regularly and 
dependably, in good times or bad. Not 
once, in more than fifty years operation 
of our Annuity Gift Plan, has a pay- 
ment failed to be made in full and on 
time. 


We would like to give you complete 
details regarding our Annuity Gift Plan, 
with its financial benefits and its “extra 
dividends” of happiness. For full in- 
formation, simply write 


CURRY B. HEARN, TREASURER 


BoaRD OF WORLD MIssIONS 


PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN THE UNiTED STATES 
POST OFFICE BOX 330, NASHVILLE 1, TENN. 
“To Foreign Missions a Share” 
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